
Trapped: A Story of a Tr~X\lal. 

by Janel Blad.ow 

Sect.ion l.: Dog Day Afternoon 

Chapter 1.-Thie Ha.s To 8e e Bad DNu 

Hospitalized £or an overdoso, • suicide at.tecipt., J:::rnest Aron, • drag 

qutten and the bent kna,,an tigure on Christopher Strttet learn5 that John 

Wojtowicz, h1s curNnt lover, 1s hol.din,g nine host.Ii'."" 1n a Brooklyn bank, 

"Oh, god, wh&t is that 1d1ot doing nowl" 'l'he crime witolds. TeleviG1on 

cacieras, reportera, &a.YS, straights, neighbors, everyone in Drookl,yn is there, 

including thousaoos or polloe. l\ir recount of the story is ane=bled !r0111 d.aily 

newsp,a.pers, gay publ.icatlo/1$, television covera,ge and ey,y.,1t.ness accounts. 

Ch.;,.pt.er 2-Cruis1ng St. Anthony's j,'estiv;i.l 

Ret.u.rn to the hospital >1here doctors ca.lm Ernie by 1nject.1ng lllDN 

tranquilizers, E:-nie dr1fte ott and rei:iembers the June, 1971, meet.ing 

at St. Ant.hoey's Festival on Sullivan Street., J::rn.ie procured boys for pr1ut.a 

ot a g~ religious sect, lie bro.shed ott John, lett hlJQ with a pria1t in h1a 

aparu:t!nt and headed to the trucks tor aOCIO pa.salon "1th a cooperative 1itTaf18$r, 

On retW'T'lin,g home, he £0W'ld the two Mn oUll IU)(in& 1t 1n hie apartment. 

John blev J::rn1o a:n wa.:i i.nvit,eQ to v1"1t. a.gain, Sn.ip back to Uie ~ 

event--John asks tor Jsnu.e at t.he bank. 



~t.r )-Tr1pp1'lc Back t.o Chri.•toJ!ber St.reet and Rego Pt.l"k 

When l:rni• arrins at. tho bank, he and John t.alk; l!IOre dr- dovolops, 

John has capt.urod tho b;ulk, 1.bu hoot.ageo, the crowd, tho pollco, tho ,..di,, 

t.ho FBI, but. not £rnie. Ha float.I a)la.)' on a cloud ot drugged -.ori .. --t.ho1r 

att&1.r, talka on the 1toop, 11:ifts, walks, bars l,l'lc{ ae.x. Tho ,cone wu h,yot.erical, 

t.h1.n1,y punted 1n p&t.heUc. He "cal.la John's d1diko ot hit: going 1n drag. 

EMU•'• lllind wander, £art.her ba.ck--he and a drag quoon v1oitod a 111.,1 abop 1n 

QueeN. He wu 1'1t.tod with a wig, hb .ti.rot. and went. to the Duff oe., Prag 

Bill, Li.:. Edon blocmKi. 

Chapt.er 4--AnOthor Twiat in tho Fell&le M,yet.ique 

John'• mother appearo, w.lk3 to J::rnio, John, the police. !::rnia i• 80 

bu.ued on drllcs he co.n•t. UOp hia 111.nd on what.'• t.akiq: pl&oe. tie tluhe:i 

through hio childhood to hit mot.her, who he lived with, oft.en alept with 

and wu veey spoiled by. Orw hulowoen 8-)""ar old Ern1.e dNned u a p.rl. 

Thl:I bogl..Ming• o£ a aex ~1 tta,rbo. •rhis 1a tho !1rot. tiae that I reall¥ 

telt. :-.al, like ••• Erni.e'• .01.her <!led when ho was 14, alter that., M 

lived with hio oldtlr oister, then on hb own. 

Chapt.er s..-•I•u Do AI\Ythins For 1'hat Wedd.1.ne; ih'HO in the Winl'J,ol,!I • 

Father John, the prieot who u.rried Ernie and John on Dec, 4, 1972, 

inten-upts ~•• interlude• and bring:i ha back t.o U1e robbeey. Lit.tlojohn 

v' Can')'& on !or tho crowd; !::rnio'a not back tor long bo!ore tho tight o£ t.he ox• 

priest atire up ~• ot hie wedding to John. ~• wallc:iJ'c along Or-,id SY'Oet. 



1:rapped/ouWne--J 

on U\e Lower Es.st Side, ironically on their w~ to St.. Ant.hoey1e FesUval a year 

af't.er they .et., Ernie apot.t.od t.he bn.d.al dress of his d.Nao.s. John offered to 

tiu_, it., on the condiUon t.hat Erni.e wore it. t.o m.arey hii:i, Ern.l.e aceept.od t.he 

./ proposal eagerl;y, t.h1nking: that. he'd do anyt.hi.ng for t.hat. dnlu,, "a NMabere 

t.heweddi.ng. 

Chapter 6-Here Coci!ee the Brlde 

~rnie i.s no where near Brooklyn, the hold-up or Auguet. 1972. lt. 18 Dec. 

4, 19'71, i.n hb Iii.rd, and Ernie and hie bn.desl!laids, three Mn dress&d i.n 

as wOlfln, primped i.n Ernie's lit.tl.e et.udio apar~nt.. Ouest.s arri.ved, he finished 

dress1.Jii alt.er he learned t.hat. his fat.her, who he didn't axpect., came,. His 

father-the dinnere with Lee {l::rnie's r~te and old.est. friend), t.he hate 

the anger, £rnie 1s hOC11oaexuality, the ugum,ants over the length of hia hail-, 

all the:1e .ei:ioriH :1peed through ~nie's head, This wealthy, suooessful 

bue:inessman•a only son of 10 ohildren beh:avea, dnlsses an! looks like- a girl! 

At the recepUon, cruhed b;y hundreds of g~e, Ernie pl.a.fed the na.1.va bride. 

When t.wo lone &hark t.yp&s entered, John 5ent. Ernie home t.o pretty u.p. 

Chapter 7--',&iy 'Wol.ll.d A Nice Kid Fr011 Brooklyn I.lo SCu,ething I.Aka 1h1r.1 

The aoUve for the robbery beOOlll8S clear. John want.a his wife, ~rnie Aron, 

to of.ficially boc-Oclle Lb Fden. Ernie glldH off t.o t.he lights over this, John 

wu set agaimt the operation. other huslos between the .. :tip through is 

his tho\lQIU, it. wa., a relation.ship t.hat wont t.o the pits t.he wedding night.. lt 



Traµp,,d./ootllno--4 

began with the kiss at the reception. Then t.he ride, the tow- or tho ga.y 

bar ci.r<:Ui.t and dances at the Oa,y AcUviGtG Alliance f1reholise. Th&t 

n1ght John 'Wanted to be tied to t.M bed, Ern1e tried, but reall:ied he colildn't 

llt.a.nii him. John was posse.551ve, he 'Wanted to Qloln Ern1e, control h1..m total.4'. 

Ernie t.ried to leave; John repeatedly tried to kill him a.a a reslllt. 

Ch.I.pt.er li,.-'l'ho ilig l'a.,yo!f 

John 1a 1n prison w.l.th t. twenty year tmral aeritenoo, and. though the 

roc:i.ance is in it's final st.a,gea, J::rnie writes often. •1 piUed h1sl, be•s 

really crazy.• In the 111eari.t1M, K.u'ty ,\l.tont, an indopen:lent !U. producer 

wants to 111.i.ke a 110Vie ba.884 on tho robbery. John signa over hie story tor 

$?500, o! which $2500 is given to Ern1e; the re-1n1ng ~500)goes to his 

lawyer. Ern1e ha., his chant;e in IW"ch, 19?). 

Section 2--The Change 

Cha.pt.er 9-First, the Hormonos, ••• 

Before the a.cw.al operation, J::rn1e ow.st undergo coed.ical and psychological 

tests, take a variety of pills and receive hormone injectLrui. lie picks 1.1p 

w~ i:ia.nnerisas. 'l'he prellm1nar1.os, Errde 'e feelings and s0Cllfl doc:wnontation 

by doctors 1s inclwicd here. 

Cha.pt.er 10--The Operation 

The i:iedical step,..by-step. J::rnie chall8es t.o Liz, ole thorooghly diseuss 

wh:l.t happens, hew the operation is performed and the ef!ects, How do they aiake a 

va,s:in.al l)oes it workl rlhat abol.lt Liz's breasts? toda,y she sport.a a size 

40 double D. No one wolll.d knQOI on seein,g tho!.'I that they're two tetlon water 

bags, 



.s M6'-, al~o lives t.;...,:-. '<~e at..:C,y"!.:~ il!.r.:o:DJ,~l.o.;,;,r '--'- r, __ ·,..,.ra. 

:J,r:;, ~o s-.:;..,:::-t L".e::, ..!.:: ,:eta ;;oc:. ... ;;.e,..rit.y'" ,!1.t,1 :..-ie v,r.-.= .t.$ a 

s:5"" s-..ite. Wr'::-e!l~, :.:a is~=-,.; a co;..:ract \.Q per!o.-o. on-:.!'. ::,,.;.rle,S.;-• 

cir~u.1.t. A. ~...:·-er bNa.kT A tutl..NT 
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