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CA BRIDGE RAPIST 
I 

By POLLY HEPB RN 

ILED Cambridp Rapist 
ter Cook will k ow within 

if he is to be allowed to 
,•ex-change operation. 

A¥Si CAll 
J[iven an.o1er full examina , 
tion just month ago. 

One the mediq,l 
reports ~ Cook st:aites : 
" During his imprisonment 
he has been observed to 
dress ill female underwear. 

"He appears to have 
be~n increasingly pre
occupied with becoming a 
woman and spends his 
time in female activities , 

E JA ·.ET 
, COOK: ••Hidden vndie1 .. 

such as needlework." 
. Cook received seven life 
sentences in 1975 for rap
ing six women in an 
eight-month ir e i g n of 
terror. 

When he was jailed. 
Lo rd Justice Melford 
Stevenson said: "In thiil 
case, life ought to mean 
life." 

After be went to prison. 

it was revealellid that Cook 
was bom Wlrith a rwe 
eenetic disorde(ir that 'made 
him part man, ~part woman. 
Twenty ye&rs 1 ago he had 
swrgery to ~e breasts. 

In 1961 PictuHn-es of Cook 
wearing wornereo' s clothing 
were smt.iggl~ · out o1 
Padmurst Pdnison on the 
Isle of Wight. t 

Within a f~ "9r•. Cook 

ft'lMI his hair long, ' befall ' 
wearina babf-:doll pyja~s Cook was still married 
and called bimeelf Janet. , 1 u --'• 

It was thought at ' the to bJs 4 -year-oJU '"'"h: 
time that Cook bad IUt on Ma r g a r e t ~hai 
an elaborate act. to , win 1 a u n ch e d 1 bis viciouB 
freedom. . · attacks. ~ 

His ami. ,,.. seen to. be ~o hiil .. letter he asks ~ 
~er to a women's ·friend: Are YoU m8t!Tled 
p r i 1 on and eventu8illy and have ~u a giood wife? 
parole on the ground that If you do haive a wife JOU 
he was no Joncer a threat must take caire al, her. 
to women. · A Home Office spoke.-

LIPSTICK 
But in a bizarre new 

letter to a triend, signed 
"Janet" with a lipstick 
kiss, · Cook writes: " My 
feeling• are on the up and 
up to those Oil a female. 

" I ftoM around Uiis 
dump in my hidden undies. 
some think It is aJil very 
funny. I am W!lf'Y much 
hoping to get a move to a 
special bospi,tal .. 

The man who once wore 
a black l•ther bood and 
threatened his victims 
with a lmite now carries 
round a doll he made him· 
self. 

He _,,. in bis Jetter: " I 
blwe still got my J d<>My; 
like in Parkhurst, J Ui 
with me. 

" l .,.. a loYely coHec
tton ot clothes I have 
made for bet, band-sewn ... 

man conftrtned that Cook 
had been seen by two 
outsJde doctors. 

Lord Longturd, eon.tTO· 
versial cmn~giner for 
long-term ~ers, said 
last 114,~: ' I put forward 
the idea of a sex-change 
for this man some years 
ago when he repeatedly 
expressed hllS i~s to me. 
• "I haven't seea him fot' 

some time but be seemed 
to want to become a 
WOnNlD." 

Cambridgeshire's Assi&t
ant Chief Constable. 
Bemanl H<Jll.soo w h o 
helped lead the bunt for 
Cook, saild: "To say your 
informa.tiiio n ia interetitin.1 
would be an under& ... 
menit-i:t's mind-boggl:ing." 

And Lord Justice Melford 
Stevenson, oow retired, 
declared: " If I did com
ment, it would be unprint
able." 


