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MtF Transsexual Brain Is Different 
E\\ YORK (AP) - Men who want to become 

women may have key brain structures that are bio­
logically fema le already, a small study of male-to-fe­
male transsexuals suggests. 

"It might be an explanation for the fact that those 
people feel female although genetically they are 
male," said researcher Dr. Dick F. Swaab. 

The cause of transsexualism is a mystery that sci­
entists have sought to attribute to psychology or bi­
ology. Experts say that the condition is rare but that 
there are no reliable figures on how common it is. 

Swaab and his colleagues examined brain 
samples from dead people and reported that, on av­
e rage, the size of a certain brain structure in six 
M tF transsexuals was about the same size as what 
they found in women, and smaller than what they 
found in gay or heterosexual men. Other scientists 
cautioned that the result may have been produced 
by the sex-change treatments . 

Still , the study is "opening up a whole new area 
of questioning and it's adding to all the studies that 
have come out in the past 10 years pointing to bio­
logical factors that influence human sexual behav­
ior," said Sandra Witelson, a professor of psychiatry 
and biomedical sciences at McMaster University in 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

Swaab is director of the Netherlands Institute of 
Brain Research in Amsterdam and a professor of 
neurobiology at the University of Amsterdam. He 
and Dutch colleagues present the work in an up­
coming issue of the journal Nature. 

Roger Gorski, a professor of neurobiology at the 
Un iversity of California at Los Angeles, said that go­
ing from the finding for one tiny brain structu re to 
an explanation fo r a person's sexual identity is "a bia 
leap." But the study is "a step in that direction, and l 
think an important one," he said. 

The study focused on a brain structure called the 
BSTc that plays an important part in rodent sexual 
behavior and may do the same in peopl . 

Researchers found that on average, the strueture 
was 31 percent smaller in 11 heterosexual women 
than in 12 heterosexual men. The BSTc in trans­
sexuals was on average about the same size as it was 
in the women's brains. Nine gay men had about the 
same average size as the heterosexual men. 

Swaab said he doubts the BSTc itself is respon­
sible for transsexualism. Instead, it appears to be 
part of a larger brain network that makes a man feel 
like a \voman, he said. 

Dr. Thomas Wise, director of research at the 
Sexual Behaviors unit at the Johns Hopkins Univer­
sity School of Medicine, said he is not convinced 
that the study showed an innate difference in trans­
sexuals. The reduced size of the BSTc might be due 
to the estrogen treatments [the transsexuals] took to 
expand their breasts and otherwise feminize their 
bodies, or from the drop in their testosterone due to 
sex-change surgery or medication , he said. 

Swaab and colleagues argued against that, saying 
data from several of the brains in their study in<li-
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TV-Dad Wins Custody Case For Son 
by Lori Larkin 
Anyone that has ever been involved in a child 

custody case will tell you it is probably the most 
emotional and highly charged issue they have ever 
been involved with. Other things being equal , most 
will agree that the mother generally enjoys an ad­
vantage, but should the father be a crossdresser his 
chances are even further reduced. 

T ime and time again I have heard stories !'rom 
crossdressing fath ers who were blackmailed into 
giving up the ir parental rights because of the threats 

of exposure and ridicule. I am he re to tell you it 
doesn 't h ave to be that way! 

I have recently been involved in just such a case, 
and won. My ex-wife and her attorney <lid their best 
to portray me as some sort of "crazed transvestite," 
unfit to have the primary care, custody, and control 
of my six year old son, but we went in ve1y well pre­
pared and overcame. Here is how we did it. 

Be comfortable and confident in yourself 
and your transgende 1·e d nature: The fact that 

co 11/il111 cd 0 11 page 6 



Re11aissa11ce News & Views, Vol. 9, No. 12 

© Chapter & Affiliate Information {6J 

Chapters 

Delaware 

Wilmington, Delaware: meets 
second Saturday of each month. Write 
for info to: PO Box .5656, Wilmington, 
DE 19808. 

New Jersey 

South Jersey/Shore Area: Write 
Renaissance South Jersey, Box 189, 
Mays Landing, NJ, 08330. Meets first 
Saturday of the month at the Atlantic 
Mental Health Center, 2002 Black 
Horse Pike, McKee City. Doors open 
7PM . Call 609-641-3782 for details. 

Pennsylvania 

Greater Philadelphia: Write Re­
naissance GPC, 987 Old Eagle School 
Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087. 
Meets third Saturday of the month in 
King of Prussia. Doors open 8 p.m. all 
year 'round. Call 610-975-9119 for in­
formation . 

Lower Susquehanna Valley: 
Vhite Renaissance LSV, Box 2122 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the 
first Saturday of the month. Call 717-
780-lLSV (780-1578) for location and 
meeting times. 

.\fflliatcs 

California 

Orange County: Powder Puffs of 
California, PO Box 1088, Yorba Linda, 
CA92686, or email to <ppoc@aol.com> 

Connecticut 

Bridgeport/New Haven: 
connecticuTView, c/o Denise Mason, 
PO Box 2281, Devon, CT 06460. 
Monthly newsletter and activities. 

Georgia 

Atlanta: The American Educational 
Gender Information Service (AEGIS) , 
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-
0724 or call 404-939-0244, or email to 
<aegis@mindspring.com>. Informa­
tion resources & referrals. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explora­
tions (A.G.E.), PO Box 77562, Atlanta, 
GA 30357, 404-939-2128. 

Illinois 

Chicago: The Chicago Gender So­
ciety, PO Box 578005, Chicago, IL 
60657, 708-749-1202. 

Louisiana 

New Orleans: The Gulf Gender 
Alliance, PO Box 870213, New Or­
leans, LA 70187-1300. 

Maryland 

An affiliate is forming in the 
Baltimore area. '"' rite Tran°Quility, 
clo Colleen N. Harper, 3044 Abell 
Ave., Baltimore, MD , 21218-3912. 

New Jersey 

N. Central Jersey: Monmouth/ 
Ocean Trans Gender, (MOTG), write 
PO Box 8243, Red Bank, NJ 07701 or 
call 908-219-9094. 

New York 

Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender 
Network (MGN), write 561 Hudson 
St., Box 45, New York, NY 10014, or 
call 201-794-1665, Ext. 332. 

Long Island: New York GIRL & 
Partners, PO Box 4.56, Centereach, NY 
11720, Call 516-732-5115 for info. 

Long Island: Long Island Femme 
Expression (LIFE), PO Box 3015, 
Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-0147. 

Oklahoma 

Central Oklahoma: Sooner Diver­
sity, part of the Central Oklahoma 
Transgender Alliance (COTA). Con­
tact, Rachel Rudnick, P.O. Box 575, 
Norman, OK 73070. 

Pennsylvania 

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area: 
Northeastern Pa. Transgender Alli­
ance, NEPTGA, meetings on the sec­
ond Saturday of the month in the 
Allentown area. Call for directions and 
more information, 610-821-2955. 
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Renaissance ~i~~~ & 

© 1995, Renaissance Education Asso­
ciation , Inc., 987 Old Eagle School 
Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087. 
Plione: 610-915-9119 

$2 per issue, $16 per year (12 issues). 
Back issues are available for $2 per 
copy plus $0.52 postage and handling. 
Send check or M.O. to the above ad­
dress , attention: Beth Marshall. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Angel.a Gardner 

Contributing Editors 
Dina Amberle 
JoAnn Roberts 

Layout 
Creative Design Services 

Distribution 
Rachel & Beth Marshall 

Business Manager 
Jessica Brandon 

Articles, opinion pieces, and letters to the 
editor are always welcome. Ideas for ar­
ticles and opinion pieces should be sent lo 
onr editorial offi<.-e care of Renaissance, 
PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020-0530. 
Or nse email lo <bensalem@epen.eom>. 
Complimentary and irate letters to the 
editor may be sent to the same address. 

Renaissance is a 50l[el!3] non-profit orga­
nization providing edneation and support 
to the transgender community and the 
general pnblie. 

Local Calendar 
December 

2 Ren. LSV Xmas Party 
9 NEPTGA, Allentown 
9 Ren. South Jersey 
9 Ren. Delaware 
9 NYG&P, Long Island, NY 

16 Ren. GPC Xmas Party 

January 
13 Ren. South Jersey 
13 Ren. LSV meeting 
13 Ren. Delaware 
13 NEPTGA, Allentown 
13 NYG&P, Long Island, NY 
20 Ren. GPC 
27 Balto. Affiliate 



Ho, ho, ho kiddies, what a whirl­
wind of activity came with the Fall. 
First it was walking the halls of Con­
gress. (Nah, we didn 't have a thing to 
do with the budget crisis .) Then I ran 
the Transgender Alliance exhibit at 
the National Association of Social 
Workers Convention in the middle of 
October. \Ve spread the word about 
the transgender community, and the 
resources available through the major 
transgender organizations, to over 
2000 social workers. Those folks are 
going to now be prepared to actually 
help some of their transgendered cli­
ents . After that concluded we were 
into planning the 1997 International 
Congress on Sex and Gender, I had 
to get the GPC Holiday Party orga­
nized, make my costume for Henry 
David's Halloween Ball and then 
drop in on the Philippines as Typhoon 
Angela and wreak a little havoc. Boy, 
all that has got me worn out. So worn 
out that I have caught, and kept, the 
Dreaded Change of Season Cold. 
By carefully allowing myself to get 
worn down, not watching my diet and 
exceeding wind speeds of 170 MPH, 
I've managed to turn it into a real 
doozy. Don't mess with me, I'm on 
medication! Antibiotics, actually. 
(Sometimes I feel sorry for the poor 
biotics. There are so many drugs 
against them.) Now, I make the su­
preme sacrifice and stay up all night, 
just plain trashing my health , to write 
another witty and exciting column ... 
just for you. Fortunately the fever 
causes the manifestation of something 
approximating creativity. And now ... 
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we're cleared for takeoff. Here we go ... 

Howard, What Big Boobs 
You Have 

Howard Stem, the King of Sleaze 
has a new book hot off the presses. It's 
called Miss America and SURPRISE! 
Howard's in drag on the cover. Not 
just drag but pretty well-done drag. So 
well-done that some of his fans have 
posted messages to the Howard 
newsgroup on the Net asking how 
could he do such a "homo" cover. But 
wait, the drag doesn't stop there. In­
side the book are pictures of the "re­
jected" covers . (Great way to use up 
space, "Oh, I don't know, let's just put 
all these other cover shots inside and 
tell them the rejects are a bonus.") 
Those "covers" include shots of the 
whole Stem show crew in drag. Every­
one is identified on page 164 so you 
have a chance to know what your fa­
vorite Sternoid looks like in a dress . 
(What about Robin Quivers? Did she 
dress as a drag king or drag queen?) 

I remember Howard appearing in 
drag on his ill fated television show. 
He intervie.,ved Tula and her sister 
dressed in drag. Of course, throughout 
the interview he claimed to be a trans­
sexual and all of his sophomoric fans 
laughed and laughed about how 
Howard was making such a joke of 
Tula. I wonder ... with all this cross­
dressing; where there's smoke, could 
there be fire? 

The folks who run the Miss 
America Pageant got a little upset 
too and prepared to fil e suit, so Ste rn's 
publisher fast forwarded the release 
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date to beat the injunction. 
Ya know how Howie has his legions 

of fans call up talk shows and TV shows 
like Real Penonal, pretending to be le­
gitimate callers, and then they pro­
cla im Howard as God when they get 
on the air? Well , how about if all of the 
crossdressers start call ing in to How­
ard 's show pretending to want to com­
ment on some of his scintillatina wit 
and then start asking him if he's wear­
ing panties? Co on, ya know ya wanta. 

Kitty Es Quatro 

Statuesque drag beauty and Palm 
Springs mayoral candidate Kitty Cole, 
went down to defeat in the November 
election. Her mascara faced a tough 
test as the plucky glamour candidate 
heard the election results come in and 
she saw herself shaping up as only 
fourth place in the hearts and minds of 
Palm Springers. (She should have 
kissed more babies. Imagine the little 
tykes all smeared with 'Net & Wild. It 
kind of gives a girl goosebumps.) 

Miss Cole managed to garner (I 
love that election talk) 2.9% of the 
vote. That's a hefty three hundred and 
seventy one votes- from people with 
great fashion sense. Kitty was quoted 
in the L.A. Times (they were 
"shocked") as saying, "I can't believe 
that there are that many hundreds of 
people out there that would put their 
butt on the line for me." Too bad more 
of our crowd didn't tum out at the 
polls and carry her to victory but, hey, 
fourth isn't bad for a first time candi­
date with no record and a great pair of 
gams. Perhaps she should have started 
with City Council to kind of get in the 
political groove. Let's help her out next 
time she runs for office. 'i\' hen she an­
nounces her candidacy we'll all move 
out there and register to vote. If we all 
get together in one place we should be 
able to elect her by a landslide. Of 
course the impact on the local beauty 
supply houses would be incredible. 

Temptress Tells All 

" 'ell , not all, but, imagine my sur­
prise when I was Net surfing through 
Cindy Martin's Transgencle r Forum 

co11ti1111ed next page 



News Beat ... 
<http://vvvl\N.zoom.com/personaV 
cindym/indextg.htmb and saw Chuck 
(the founder and guitarist of Tempt­
ress, the crossdressing rock band) 
Garabedian's face and name listed as a 
"New Girl." And, in the Transgender 
Artists section I was told you could 
view the cover of the Temptress comic 
book. I quickly clicked on the proper 
icon and it opened before my amazed 
eyes: a painting of some hot babes in 
next to nothing but a few strategically 
placed leather straps and their instru­
ments . Of course, they look nothing 

like the boys in the band but, hey, 
what's wrong with a little wishful 
thinking? 

Now, it was not so long ago that I 
heard Temptress on the Joan Rivers 
Show (OK, it was that long ago) 
swearing that they were not transves­
tites or crossdressers or any of that 
kind of thing, thank you very much. No 
indeed, they're just red blooded 
American boys who dress up as a gim­
mick to promote their musical careers. 
I even talked with Chuck on the phone 
one time and he reiterated the band's 
straightness . Now, at \ast, they've come 
out of the closet. (He still isn't using a 
femme name but I'll bet his main 
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squeeze doesn't call him Chuck when 
he's wearing his favorite teddy around 
the house.) While not actually issuing a 
release to the media or painting it on 
the side of buildings, by appearing in 
Transgender Forum, Temptress is tell­
ing everybody what we already knew. 
They walk around in drag cause they 
like it... and it's a good gimmick to pro­
mote their musical careers. Good luck 
girls. Keep on rockin'. 

Speaking of Cimmicks 

The popular eatery in New York, 
Lucky Cheng's, has flatterers in 
Merry Olde London Towne. It's the 
sincerest form of compliment they say, 
and it's also the quickest way to latch 
onto a good gimmick. According to a 
piece in the November issue of Beau­
mont magazine the owners of Diva, a 
new restaurant in London's Soho dis­
trict , have decided to have an all drag 
wait staff. Giacomo Capizzano and 
Kevin Garrity found all ten of their 
waitresses by word of mouth and, "ad­
ver-tiss-ments" (must use that Brit ac­
cent, ya know) in Boys magazine. (Ev­
eryone knows ... for a boy in girls 
clothes ... put an ad in Boys.) The girls 
will all sport sophisticated London 
fashions as they sling the chow, and 
the chow, also like Lucky Cheng's, will 
be "pan-Asian food. " 

Mr. Capizzano said there is also a 
drag restaurant in Paris. ('Where? I 
love Paris in drag in the Spring) The 
waitresses there are very drag queeny, 
with lots of feather boas and glitter. 
"We call that 'anti-appetite' drag," said 
Capizzano. The Diva gi rl s will dish out 
the food as they delight the eye in out­
fits ranging from Sloane Ranger to 
Mary Quant in the Swinging '60s. 

I simply must return to London 
this year. Pe rhaps they could use a 
Yank queen in the dining room. Hey 
chef, Adam and Eve on a raft. Wreck 
'em. Youse want coffee wit dat, hon? 

Views News 

We must note our Business Man­
ager, Barbara Schwarz, has decided to 
retire from that position as she concen­
trates her attention in other areas of 
her life. Thanks for the months of ser­
vice Barbara and good luck. 
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Stepping in to fill the Business 
Manager pos ition is our shopping re­
porter, Jessica Brandon. Jessica will be 
responsible for making sure we run the 
ads that people have paid for and drop 
the ones that haven't been paid for. 
She' ll be generating bills , soliciting 
new ads and as they say in the biz, ser­
vicing the accounts. (What? vVhat! I 
din't say nothin' .) 

One of the first things she'll be tell­
ing our advertisers is ... ad rates are go­
ing up. After holding the line on ad 
cost for many years, we finally broke 
down and raised the rates. It's still a 
bargain (at twice the price) for a year's 
worth of advertising targeted at our 
community. We recently raised the 
subscription rate of News & Views by 
four dollars . That increase along with 
greater ad revenue will let us better 
serve the transgender community. 

One of the first exciting things 
we' re going to do is set up a Renais­
sance web site . Right now those with 
access to the World Wide \Veb can 
find information on Renaissance and 
News & Views at the CDS home page 
<http://www.cdspub.com/Ren.html >. 
With this new site, Renaissance will be 
able to provide a lot more information, 
even back issues of News & Views di­
rectly to your compute r. You'll also be 
able to subscribe to an electronic text­
only version of News & Views that will 
appear in your email box every month 
before the snail-mail version ge ts to 
people's post office boxes. This will be 
a boon fo r folks who can't afford to 
have transgender information coming 
in the mail. After you've read the email 
version you can turn it into random 
electrons with the touch of a button. 

The regular print version is getting 
some improvements in the fo rm of 
more photos. GPC member Miranda 
Thomas has agreed to be the offi cial 
News & Views photog. Of course, even 
the new rate increases won't let us pay 
Miss Thomas to fly around to events all 
over the place so, we 'I-Vant you to send 
us photos. If your Chapter or Affiliate 
holds an event, or if you give an award, 
or something else that's newsworthy, 
send us some information on it and a 
photo or two. Make sure you tell us 
who's who in the photo, where they' re 



at, an<l what they' re doing. \ Ve would 
like to have a regular photo page for 
C hapte r and Affi liate activities, but we 
can 't do it without yo u. (Keep in mind 
we won't run photos of you in yo ur fa­
vorite outfit in front or the hotel cur­
tains, anything in ba<l taste, or photos 
that arc out of foc us, too dark to repro­
duce , an<l so on.) All photos and other 
info fo r publication should be sent to 
PO Box 530, Bensale m, PA 19020. 

Last Minute Musings 

Take heart girls, it's not only the 
poor 1V who has to look hard for big 
shoes. Mortal Kombat star Bridgette 
Wilson has admitted to possessing a 
pair of size of 11 Yz feet. She told Jay 
Leno that the only place she can find 
shoes that fit is ... you guessed, cross­
dresser stores. All you girls in LA keep 
an eye open when you're in the shoe 
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depa1tn1ent. You might find Bridgette 
there looking for a new pair of pumps. 

Keep an eye peeled for a Hong 
Kong produced film that's not exactly a 
karate flick. It's a crossdressed comedy 
called He's A Woman , She's A Man . 
It's been playing in the 1995 Asian­
American International film f estival. 
It's the usual wacky plot where a guy 
dresses as a girl and a girl dresses as a 
guy and they get togethe r, but it's all in 
Chinese with subtitles. That means 
you'll be so busy reading the bottom 
of the screen you won't be able to see 
that much of the crossdressing. 

Stella Bamvil wrote in a while back 
about a "scientific" experiment she has 
conducted. Around the end of August 
she shaved her hands from the wrists 
to the finger tip. (Hairy fingertips?) 
That was all the skin she exposed when 
she attended the LSV Luau. After the 

Luau she paid attention to how people 
reacted to her "line of demarcation" 
where the hirsute met the hairless. 

She found, to her surpri se, no one 
said anything. It took six weeks fo r the 
hair to grow out and still no comment, 
As Stella said , "Does that mean that no 
one noticed or that they were all too 
polite?" Unless yo u want to actually 
ask if they noticed anythi ng funny, 
we'll never know. I say it' s probably a 

mix of the two but whatever it is, at 
least they're not giving you any trouble 
so go ahead, shave 'em again kid. 

And that friends and neighbors is 
the end of the show. Send me those 
pictures, tell us about the activities in 
your portion of the TC community and 
don't forget the Swimsuit Issue com­
ing in February. I'll take your swimsuit 
pies up till the end of December. S\. 

Aloha honeys. 8 

SPICE Comes To The East Coast For '96 
by Evelyn Kirkland 
The SPICE Board of Directors is 

proud to announce the 4th Annual 
SPICE will be held in the metropoli­
tan Philadelphia area in July 1996. The 
site will be the Wilmington [Delaware] 
Hilton, located just across the Dela­
ware state line and 11 miles south of 
the Philadelphia International Airport. 
The room cost is just $70 per night for 
up to four people. Registration for the 
full conference is $137 per person, 
which includes three days of programs 
and six meals (lunch and dinner on 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday). Any 
two days with four meals costs only 
$105 per person and a single day with 
t\vo meals is $83 per person. 

SPICE is a spouses and partners 
gathering aimed at helping genetic fe­
males involved in relationships with 
transgendered men. It allows spouses 
and partners the space they need to 
deal with the many and varied issues 
involved in such relationships . 

Professional presenters facilitate the 
spouse/partner programs as they ex­
plore and develop their own self-worth 
and well-being. Spouses/partners who 
are coping, and those who have gone 
beyond just coping, will be present to 
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share special moments of frustration 
and joy. Transgendered men are in­
vited. However, this is a no-cross­
dressing event. 

SPICE's new Director, Peggy 
Rudd, Ed.D ., is already lining up pre­
senters and facilitators for the pro­
gram. With Peggy's input, this SPICE 
promises new and different ap­
proaches to the topics and issues pre­
sented at this event. As in the past, a 
program will be set up for the men. 
Presenters will guide participants, both 
male and female, in their quest for 
confidence, the wholeness of being in 
a meaningful relationship, and the joy 
of living life to the fullest . 

sales-t<tx free state and outlet malls are 
located in nearby Christiana for those 
who would prefer shopping over 
sightseeing. 

Mark July 24-28, 1996 on your cal­
endar now. For brochures or further 
information, contact Evelyn or Jim 
Kirkland at P.O. Box 1242, Newtown, 
PA 18940, or call us at (215) 860-9271 . 

Ed. Note: Two of our favorite local 
counselors, Carol Cobb-Nettleton 
and Patty Kl.ein, will be facilitating at 
SPICE '96, and Neila Miller (well­
known for her work at Fantasia Fair) 
will al.so be there. A 

Excursions to ----------------------.. 
both historic 
Philadelphia and 
the Brandywine 
area will be offered. 
A Wednesday night 
cruise aboard the 
river boat Spirit of 
Philadelphia is be­
ing arranged. There 
will be an extra 
charge for these 
events. 

Delaware is a 
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SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 

Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11 AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 



TS Brain ... 
cated that vaiying sex hormone levels 
in adulthood don't affect BSTc size. 
They cited data from two post-meno­
pausal women, two people with tumors 
that raised hormone levels , two trans­
sexuals who had stopped taking estro­
gen before death and two men cas­
trated because of prostate cancer. 
\Vise said the hormonal explanation 
still can't be ruled out. 

The Dutch further comment: 

Under the supervision of brain-spe­
cialist Prof. D . S"vaab, researchers 
studied the brains of 6 deceased trans­
sexuals. According to Swaab, this re­
search proves that transsexualism is 
not caused by psychological disorders. 

In the late '80s , Swaab caused a fair 
amount of commotion by stating that 
research on the brains of homosexual 
men showed that their sexual orienta­
tion was biologically dete rmined. His 
research was never duplicated. 

Custody ... 
you are a crossdresse r doesn't mean 
you aren't a good fathe r. It is just an­
other part of the person you are . Most 
of the crossdressers I know are much 
more nurturing and caring than more 
traditional males. You must believe in 
yourself if you expect othe rs to . 

Find the right attorney: Start by 
looking f'or an attorney that is experi­
enced and successful in representing 
fath ers. Be honest and up-front about 
your crossdress ing. He/she needs to 
know alf the issues. l f you sense he/she 
is at all uncomfortable representing 
you, keep looking. It is imperative that 
the attorney believe in you if they are 
to do their best. My attorney not only 
had the best record in the state at rep­
resenting fathers , but quickly adopted 
the attitude that my crossdressing is a 
form of freedom of expression and did 
not make me a bad father. It was great 
to see him getting fired up when we 
started discussing the issues. 
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Prof. Swaab and the endocrinolo­
gist/ transsexuologist Prof. L. Gooren 
were inte rviewed on Dutch television a 
few hours after the announcement of 
their results. Gooren stressed that the 
researchers only examined the brains 
of MtF transsexuals: "One third of all 
the people that are treated in our clinic 
are FtM transsexuals . Until now, only a 
very few transsexuals have died. That's 
why we only had 6 brains to examine, 
and all came from MtF transsexuals." 

The proof was found in the hypo­
thalamus, Swaab explained. "On the 
top of this part in the brain is a small 
group of cells. In biological males, it's 
twice as big as in biological females. 
But in MtF transsexuals, it's about the 
same size as in biological women." Be­
cause human brain-patterns develop in 
the four years after birth, it is very 
probable that sexual differentiation 
also takes place in this period. Accord­
ing to Swaab, the first signs of trans­
sexualism appear at an early age. "Pro­
fesso r Cohen, Utrecht University, has 
been observing possibly transsexual 
children for quite a number of years 

Be prepared: Knowing my ex-wi fe 
and her attorney wou ld try to portray 
me as some sort of psychological per­
ve rt, I went through a whole batte ry of 
psychological tests so we could show in 
court that nothing could be farther 
from the truth . Armed with the new 
DSM-TV, and having educated one of 
the best-known local psychological 
counselors, we took the issue head on 
and presented it exactly as it is. 

Remain calm: The opposing attor­
ney will definitely t1v to "get to you. " 

·Your confidence and belief in yourse lf 
needs to be ve1y apparent, without be­
ing arrogant. 

Looking back, it ce rtainly wasn't a 
pleasant or easy experience, but it was 
ve1y well worth it. If you find yourself 
in a similar situation, don't let them 
blackmail you. Stand up for yourself. If 
I can help, I can be reached via the 
Internet at <LoriLarkin@aol.com> . 
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now. I !e r findings seem to prove that 
the first signs become evident bct,,·ccn 
the age of 5 and 8," said Swaab. 

Gooren added that the research 
project was primarily meant to unde r­
stand the phenomenon, not to find a 
cure. He is convinced that non-Dutch 
transsexuals can benefit from the re­
search findings. "In the Netherlands, 
transsexualism is legally recognized. 
People can change their name and 
gender, and all treatment is paid by the 
National Health Care. But in other 
countries, transsexuals have to tear 
down a lot of walls to be accepted as 
the man or woman they really are. I 
sincerely hope that their troubles will 
diminish in the future. Afte r all , you 
can't change nature, now can you?" 

A group of British transsexuals have 
already asked permission to use the re­
search findings in court. "They claim 
the right to change their name and 
gender in official records. And in my 
opinion, they have a ve1y strong case 
now," Gooren concluded. 

Attention 
Chapters & Affiliates 

News & Views wants your 
news and views. If you have an 
event, Jet us know about it be­
fore hand. (At least one month 
before.) After the event make 
sure we get a review and some 
photos. The important word in 
Renaissance News & Views is 
Renaissance . Le t the other 
members of Renaissance la10'"' 
what your segment of the orga­
nization is up to. 

Send your press releases, re-
views and photos to: 

Renaissance N &V 
PO Box 530 
Be nsalem, PA 19020. 
or Email to 
<hensalem@cpcn.com > 



Don't Ask. 
Don't Tell. 
Don't Work! 

Perhaps we can help! Our Coping With Crossdressing has helped thousands of transgen· 
dered people come out to their partners and family in a positive way. Maybe it can help you. Or 
perhaps one of our other publications or videos will provide the information you're seeking. Write 
or call to request a free catalog, or log into the Internet to see our Transgender Resource Guide. 

CREATIVE DESIGN ~ERVICES 
Your Information Source For The Next Millennium! 

Voice: 610•640•9449 Fax: 610•648•0257 
P.O. Box 61263 King of Prussia PA USA 19406 

info@cdspub.com - http://www.cdspub.com/ 



I see that the management is raising 
your membership/subscription dues 
for 1996. I knew that free agency 
would \vreak havoc on season ticket 
prices. Of course, as one of the regular 
columnists, I figure my agent will now 
be able negotiate a fat signing bonus 
and long-term contract for me. If not, I 
just go across the street and write for 
one of the Tri-Ess chapters. 

And if you think I'm just playing 
hardball , well , believe me, they'd love 
to have me. And as I've always said, I'd 
love to be had. 

SOONERS SAY 'LATER' 
The October issue of the Sooner 

Belle newsletter of the Central Okla­
homa TG Alliance carried the news 
that their Tri-Ess sorority had voted 'to 
annul our connection' with the 
national Tri-Ess group. 

Some guick background on the 
Oklahoma ladies: The Central OK TC 
Alliance (COTA) is made up of three 
subgroups: Sooner Diversity is an 
open-membership Renaissance affi li­
ate; OK New Men & Women is a 
transsexual support group and AEGIS 
affiliate; and Sigma Beta is (or was) a 
T ri-Ess so rori ty. 

The Sigma Beta sorority covered 
their decision to decertify as a Tri-Ess 
affi liate in their chapter's section of the 
news letter. The front page of the 
newslette r carri ed an essay by chapte r 
leader Vanessa Kaye in which she told 
of her pe rsonal decision to leave Tri­
Ess. The main reasons given by both 
the sorority and Vanessa were their be­
lief that national Tri-Ess leadership 
does not live up to its stated non-dis­
crimination policy and that it betrayed 
personal and confidential information. 
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While the sorority's group state­
ment was written in brief generalities, 
Vanessa's complaints were more spe­
cific. She believes that the non-dis­
crimination statement approved by the 
national Tri-Ess board has not changed 
the predominantly Christian, Cauca­
sian, heterosexual bias of the group. 
Vanessa also points out that the mem­
bership of Tri-Ess does not have a say 
in the selection of national Board 
members. In her words it is 'self-serv­
ing and self-perpetuating.' She also in­
sinuates there are financial impropri­
eties and conflicts of interest with 
some of the national Board members . 

Vanessa's harshest criticism is saved 
for Tri-Ess Chair, Jane Ellen Fairfax. 
She accuses Jane of being a narrow­
minded fundamentalist Christian. She 
further claims that Jane betrayed per­
sonal information given in confidence 
and called fo r the national Board to ask 
for Jane Ellen's resignation. 

Tsk, tsk, tskl I thought we were 
finally turning the corner on contro­
ve rsies about Tri-Ess. There seemed to 
be mo ement in the right direction 
from the leadership and some past 
critics were beginning to give guarded 
support aga in . or course, we've only 
heard one side of the Oklahoma saga. 

Vanessa Kaye's accusations make 
for juicy reading, b11t I found it unfor­
tunate that no concrete evidence was 
given for any of her claims. If one is 
going to make charges, one should be 
able to provide specific instances, 
guotes, or corroboration to back them 
up. Othenvise, it leaves the impression 
that there is a personal axe to grind 
against individuals (rather than the in­
stitution) and that emotion has gotten 
the best over factual information . 

8 

The way it stands right now, no one 
can say for sure who's right and who's 
wrong. J'll lw interes ted to see if any­
thing more comes of this. It's grPat f11n 
to have raging controversies in print, 
but anyone who writes for newslettf'rs 
- partic11larly the editors - should be 
ve ry careful to substantiate claims and 
counte rclaims with evidence. ] f W C al­
Jow our community's news outlets to 
sink to unproven name-calling, we are 
in danger of being laughed off as just a 
bunch of whining gueens. 

STRICTLY BALLROOM 
I've seen ballroom dance competi­

tions broadcast on public television 
many times, but it's only recently that 
I've paid any attention to them. After 
watching a few recently, I \.vonder why 
I wasn't drawn to them earlier. 

Imagine a large dance floor on 
which up to six elaborately dressed, 
dramatically made-up, incredibly fit, 
and gorgeously belegged women spin , 
slink and sway for our viewing plea­
sure. Oh, sure they have male dance 
partners , but I can't think of anything 
that would preserve one's anonymity 
more safely than being the male dance 
partne r of some rail-th in glamour girl 
in a sequined dance dress slit right up 
to you-know-where . 

Of course, the real attraction of the 
women participants is that they are not 
celebrities or profess ional showgirls 
but real people. \Vives, mothers, and 
girlfriends who just happen to enjoy 
dancing and, yes, showing off the 
shapes and legs they've worked so hard 
to perfect. The competitions include 
such dramatic Latin dances as the 
Tango, the Rhumba, and the Cha-Cha, 
so it behoO\·es the dancers to be dra­
matic in their appearance and move­
ments . Th makeup application of the 
fe male participants could inspire a 
roomful of crossdressers. No, they 
don't look like that when they' re out 
shopping but ifs nice to see som real 
women who aren't trying to 'pass' as 
housewives and are loving every mo­
ment of their time in the spotlight. 

The other parallel between com­
petitive ball room dancing and cross­
dressing is that it is a subculture all its 
own . A lot of people aren't aware that 



it even exists; the training and talent 
level required is way beyond any gen­
eral interes t level; and there is some­
thing about it that seems a little weird, 
even to someone who's involved in a 
subculture much weirder by far than 
ball room dancing. But in the same way 
that crossdressing is fascinating to 
some non-crossdressers with an open 
mind, the pageantry, glamour, and 
style of competitive ballroom dancing 
is egually fascinating. 

WHOSE GROUP IS IT 
ANYWAY? 

The Chi T1ib1m e is the newsletter 
of the Chi Chapter ofTri-Ess in Chi­
cago. Their new president, Deanna, 
wrote a long piece in the October issue 
outlining her intentions as the group's 
new leader. 

One of the things she addressed was 
the need to make the chapter meetings 
safe and " ... as comfortable as dressing 
at home," she added. 

Deanna recognizes that some more 
experienced members of the group 
might scoff at this conservative ap­
proach to managing the group. To 
those members, Deanna is rather 
blunt. "I need to re-educate you of 
the main reason that [we] and Tri-Ess 
exist: we do not hold meetings for you, 
we hold meetings for those who do not 
have the confidence to go in public 
and make spectacles of themselves. 
\ Ve provide a meeting room ... in a safe 
atmosphere, free of ridicule and 
shame." And if that's not direct 
enough, she fini shes with this : "If you 
don't get this, then get your butts out ." 

This is the age-old dilemma of TC 
support groups. \Ve start out so mem­
bers can fee l comfortable about cross­
dress ing in public or semi-public ven­
ues. Once they begin to mature, a tug 
of war begins between the need to 
keep the expe ri enced members chal­
lenged and not alienating the newcom­
ers who need the safer confines of the 
protective support group. 

Group leaders must walk a fine line 
to keep both sides of the membership 
eguation happy. If the emphasis tilts 
too much to the expe rienced mem­
bers, with a lot of cliq11c- ishness or so­
cial activities beyond the comfort level 
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of newcomers, the well of new mem­
bers dries up. If the emphasis tilts too 
strongly to the interests of the less ex­
perienced or conservative members, 
there is the danger of losing the core 
group of knowledgeable members . 

On an individual basis, many experi­
enced crossdressers find themselves 
asking why they should continue to 
come to the predictable, safe, old 
monthly meetings. That's why there is 
a fair amount of turnover in groups 
that have been in existence for more 
than a few years . However, the danger 
is that prospective members who may 
be looking to take their baby steps at 
the group meetings may be turned off 
if the activity level of the group seems 
beyond their reach. It's easy to notice 
the turnover of old faces after a few 
years but it's deceiving to measure how 
many prospective members may have 
been scared off because the group 
seemed to ignore their needs. 

LET'S PRETEND! 
The Elaine Barrie Project from 

Victoria, Australia publishes N11-Sce11e 
llltenwtional whence this next nugget 
came. Alison McKinley wrote a rejoin­
der to a commentary by another Alison 
(Hill) in a prior issue of Nu-Scene. Ms. 
McKinley took exception to Ms. Hill's 
complaint about the 'double standard' 
that allows women to wear men's cloth­
ing without social stigma, while brand­
ing men who wear women's clothes as, 
well, you know ... one of those. 

McKinley correctly points out that 
one reason women can get away with a 
bit of transvestism while us guys can­
not is that women wear male clothing 
without the pretense of being men. 
Male transvestites do not simply wear 
the clothes, they try to pretend that 
they are women and go to great 
lengths beyond simply changing ward­
robe items to effect the change. 

For a crossdresse r herself, Alison 
McKinley has some very uncompli­
mentaiy things to say about our desire 
to crossdress. "Far too many of us step 
out in the world and try to fool eve1y­
one into believing that we are women. 
In fact , some of us even fool ourselves 
into believing it! " she writes. "If we se­
riously want social acceptance and the 
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freedom to wear female clothes, then 
surely the pretense must be put aside. 
And this means we are ready to cross­
dress openly and without any attempt 
to hide the fact that we are men. " 

Does wearing women's clothing do 
anything for you if you do not also 
change your hair, facial appearance, 
and figure alignment? I don't think any 
crossdressers are crossdressing simply 
because of the clothing itself. Alison 
has an interesting spin on an old topic, 
but I think it's flawed by the fact that 
hardly any crossdressers are searching 
for acceptance so they can wear a dress 
with their tassel loafers to the office. 

But Alison's essay begs another 
question not raised by herself directly: 
If we are e>..pressing our feminine per­
sonalities - a mental state of mind we 
share - why do we feel the need to 
bury it underneath wigs, pancake 
makeup and foundation garments? We 
may be using the accoutrements to 
hide our true selves as much as we are 
using them to enhance those feelings 
of femininity. 

THE ESCALATOR OF LIFE 
The October '95 Femme Fomm of 

Tau Chi Chapter ofTri-Ess in Hous­
ton TX carried an interesting essay by 
Jane Ellen Fairfax titled Dealing With 
Escalations . 

Jane Ellen takes on the common 
feeling among crossdressers that one 
must keep growing or developing, es­
calating the amount of time and effort 
expended on crossdress ing. These es­
calations often produce stresses in re­
lationships or in other areas of the 
crossdressers' lives. 

Jane makes the point that women 
are content to enjoy bein g something 
while men are constantly striving to 
become, to advance faste r than their 
peers. (I don't know if' that's a sexist 
view of women, but it certainly sC'cms 
true of typical male behavior. ) 

One inte resting section deals with 
crossdressers who begin to transform 
their male appearance towards a more 
androgynous image 'and tell [us] no 
has noticed.' Jane reminds us that em­
ployers, family and fri ends do notice 
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One Hell Of A Busy Week 
by Jessica Brandon 
Usually, I rarely have time to dress 

and go out as much as I'd like. More 
often than not, the only time I do is 
when the monthly [Renaissance GPC] 
meetings roll around. I had an oppor­
tunity to go out the week of October 8-
15 and I was given more chances than 
I knew what to do with! 

The week began on Sunday the 8th 
when I volunteered to (wo)man a table 
sponsored by a local transgendered 
group at Outfest. Outfest, for those 
unfamiliar with the event, is an event 
where gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans­
gendered people gather to raise funds 
for worthy causes, enjoy plenty of en­
tertainment and be with their friends 
in a non-hostile environment. 

This was the first time I've been to 
the event, so I didn't know what to ex­
pect. \Vhat I ex.-perienced was a great 
deal of fun and togetherness. Much to 
my surprise, Elaine Howard [Renais­
sance national Secretai11J showed up, 
followed later by Terri Arnaldi , so I 
had someone familiar to talk to and we 
had a high old time while we "stood 
watch" at the table, passing out litera­
ture about Renaissance. 

From our vantage point, we saw 
many interesting things and many fas­
cinating people. The stage was only 
fifty yards away and ·we had a good 
view of all the acts that performed, 

such as the three woman pop group 
Betty, who were great, and later on 
the crowd was treated to an electrif)'­
ing performance by Paris Dupree. 

\Vhen I arrived in town at one in 
the afternoon, I was planning to spend 
only a couple of hours there, since I'm 
a huge football fan and wanted to get 
home in time for the late games. But I 
ended up staying until seven when 
things finally wound down. I had so 
much fun , I didn't miss the football! 
Outfest was a tremendous experience. 

Ah, but that was only Sunday. My 
Jessica-schedule got even busier later 
in the week. Having free time on my 
hands, I volunteered to help Angela 
Gardner at the three-day convention 
for the National Association of So­
cial Workers which was held at the 
new Marriott hotel in Philadelphia. 
That too was a memorable experience. 

SLx org<rnizations (Renaissance, Tri­
Ess, IFGE, ITCLEP, Outreach Insti­
tute and AEGIS) together as the 
Transgencler Alliance for Community, 
passed out literature, including issues 
of Tapestry and Femme Mirror, and, 
more importantly, spoke to the social 
workers about transgendered behavior. 

Again , I was a babe in the woods. 
Having never participated in any con­
vention, I was nervous at first , and not 
just because the hotel was only a half 
mile away from where I used to work 

in the Navy. The people I worked 
with: Angela Gardner; Maryann Kirk­
land; Yvonne Cook-Hiley (JFGE ), 
Lynda Frank (Tri-Ess), Jane Peabody 
and Sharon Stewart (ICTLEP) made 
the convention rewarding. 

We met and talked with many 
people who experienced lots of genu­
ine interest in who and what we are, 
and saw us as people, not just "men in 
dresses." That feeling reached beyond 
the confines of the hotel. Everywhere I 
went, I was treated with respect and 
courtesy, especially when I went win­
dow shopping at Hecht's and was 
mobbed by the perfume ladies. 

I volunteered my services for all 
three days, start to close, and had a 
fabulous time. I learned many things 
during that time (not the least of which 
is wear comfortable shoes for pro­
longed standing). both about people 
and myself. In the beginning, I was 
just a casual crossdresser out to have 
fun. Now, I see myself as a role model 
in the transgenclered community. 

So, after three consecutive clays 
dressed and out in public, I was disap­
pointed when the convention duty 
ended Saturday afternoon. But the 
memories of the people I met and the 
work I had done for our community 
will stay with me for a ve ry long time. 

Two Words From The Editor: Plan Ahead 
I went to the News & Vieu;s mail­

box on Oct. 23 and found a flyer from 
MOTG promoting the ir Halloween 
Ball on October 28. I couldn't do any­
thing to promote the MOTG Hallow­
een Ball in the newslette r. The Octo­
ber issue of RN&V was put together 
and sent to the printer on September 
18th. Readers got it around the first 
week of Octobe r. That's the issue that 
should have contained something 
about the Halloween Ball. The time to 
send information on Halloween events 
is the beginning of September. Hence, 
the importance of planning ahead. 

Since everyone (except me) went to 
Fantasia Fair in October, we had to 
put the November issue together even 
earlier - the first week of October. 

If you want to promote something 
in a December issue, we need to have 
it no later than November 15th. A bet­
ter rule of thumb is to have any flyer or 
press release to us by the first of the 
month before you want info to appear. 

Planning ahead also applies to in­
forming Chapters and Affiliates if you 
are having an event where everyone is 
welcome. Keep in mind when meet­
ings are scheduled and let the leaders 
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know soon enough so they can men­
tion it to their members . \ Vhen pro­
moting an event, it is best to allow 
three months for newsletter coverage. 
That will get you the most attention . 

Yes, last minute stuff happens , and 
in those cases you have to rely on the 
grapevine spreading the word. 

The national newsletter goes out to 
everyone and to get the newsletter to 
work for you, please plan ahead. That's 
the best way to utilize the resources 
Renaissance makes available. 
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The T ransgender Trans-Agenda 
By Susan Solomon 
Once upon a time, a long, long ago, 

when the world was sti II green and 
young, before the time when large cit­
ies paved over the virgin landscape, 
there lived a beautiful maiden of royal 
descent. Her name was Lady Jen 
DerChange. 

The Lady was born of lineage which 
could be traced back through the mil­
lennia to when men first separated 
themselves into social strata. Where 
her people came from no one knew. It 
was only known that she had an almost 
mystical beauty. Her laugh could 
soften hearts, and her voice was so 
sweet that her song could enchant 
even the enchanters. 

As this tale begins, Lady Jen lived in 
a tower within a castle keep on the 
Great Plain in the Shire of the South. 
This was in the ancient land of Usa. 
Each day she would sit in the highest 
window of her tower and woo the 
breeze with her plaintive melodies. 
You see, she was imprisoned within 
the castle keep, and was guarded day 
and night by a wicked dragon. This 
creature - a large lounge lizard 
known in modern crossword parlance 
as a newt - had an ugly green head, 
eyes like live coals , and a breath which 
blew fire. The newt had designs on the 
fa ir Lady. It could almost taste her as a 
tende r hors d'oeu1ve. But as things 
were arranged , it could not get into the 
castl e, and so the Lady was quite safe, 
at least as long as she did not dare to 
venture out. 

So day arte r day, the maiden sat in 
the ta ll tower on the Plains or the 
South , spinning a golden thread, and 
singing he r songs to the birds which 
fl ocked to he r domain. She had lived in 
thi s way fo r many years, since she was 
taken by the Lords of the South , and 
condemned to thi s purgatory. Her 
crime? She was, and insisted on being 
free in spirit . She demanded to be al­
ways what she was , and thi s was a 
threat to the Lords of the South. Per­
haps those autocrats viewed Lady Jen 
as a threat to the moral values of the 
young society which they were at-

tempting to build. Or perhaps they 
feared being seduced by her charms. ---"What kind of person ," asked the 
sentencing judge, "would speak all day 
with the birds and run with the ani­
mals? She does not dress like us; she 
does not think as we do. She must be 
isolated lest others learn from her." 

And so she was taken and placed 
within the castle walls, under the ever 
watchful red eyes of the newt until 
such time as she could properly learn 
her lessons and conform to the de­
mands of the Lords. 

It should be noted that the nev.rt 
cared less for the moral values of 
Southshire than did the Lady. The 
newt was concerned only with filling 
its own belly. The Lords were m.vare of 
this, but sometimes found it conve­
nient to employ a necessary evil to 
contain an unnecessary evil. \Vhich 
was just fine with the newt. 

The Lady might have lived out her 
life, unremembered, in seclusion in 
that tower in Southshire, spinning and 
singing except for the intervention of 
destiny. One warm night when the 
breeze ki ssed her lips just right, he r 
haunting melody was carried ove r the 
forest which bordered the Great Plain . 
It flew high into the crags of the 
mountains beyond where there 
lived a band of rebel knights . ---These knights feared the new order 
of the South , and had, one by one, 
gathe red in an enclave in the heart of 
the dark and threatening Misty Moun­
tains. They called themselves the He­
roes and they sought to protect their 
birthright from the acquisitive hands or 
the Lords. They would sally forth , their 
armor asplendor, from the mountain 
heights whenever the plains people 
were threatened. 

The Heroes' lives were hard. They 
slept among the mountain's rocks, and 
foraged for their food . As a result they 
were like tempered steel. Firm and 
unbending in their resolve. Their 
leader, the greatest Hero among these 
knights was Sir Sanity de La Paix. 
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Where Are The Heroes? 
A Fable. 

On the magic evening wlwn the 
song of Lady Jen wafted its way 
through the Misty Mountains, it f'illcd 
the ears and the imagination of Sir 
Sanity. For two days he heard the 
voice of Lady Jen DerChange echoing 
through the mountains. It seemed to 
fill his heart with a longing for all he 
had left behind. So bewitched was he 
by this sound that he could not sleep 
and he could not eat; he could not plan 
the Heroes' next excursion. In all this 
time de La Paix could find no peace. 
At last, in the middle of a sleepless 
night, Sanity surrendered to the Lady's 
call. He donned his armor, mounted 
his steed and set off to find the source 
of this enchantment. ---He rode through that night and the 
next, ever watchful to avoid the armies 
of the South. He allowed his ear, his 
imagination, and finally his heart, to 
lead him towards his fate. Down from 
the clouds of the Misty Mountains , 
across the great meande ring Rive r 
Dawn, through the density of the 

orthwoods, he rode with detennina­
tion until at last he broke rrom the 
edge of the forest onto the Great Plain. 
There the sun glowed from the white 
stones of the tower. He was blinded by 
this light, but his heart heard the 
Lady's song ever clearer and closer. He 
knew he had found his grail. 

It was then, as Sir Sanity was gath­
ering his senses, that the ground began 
to rumble and the sky to darken. \\ ·hat 
looked like storm clouds covered the 
sun. For a moment he saw the Ladv 
sitting in her window, scc 111ingl~ · sing­
ing only to him . Ile rC' ined his war 
horse and turned its head towards the 
111aiden's prison. 

Then the earth quaked harder with 
a thunde r which, like an invisible liand. 
threw the knight from his 111ount. 
Around the edge of the castle kf·ep 
slithered the newt. It appeared in its 
vastness suddenly and, just as sud­
denly, determined that Sir Sani ty and 
his steed were to be that evenings din-
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.JoAnn Roberts - CyberQueen 

"Telling the future by looking at the 
past assmnes that conditions remain 
constant. This is like driv ing a car by 
looking in the rear v iew m irror." 

- Herb Brody ----
I'm back from my extended vacation and 
I need to work to get some res t. I'm 
gettin' too old to party hearty. ----But, I'll never be too old to help make a 
point and that's just what we did at the 
Fall Harvest in St. Louis. Riki Wilchins 
made one of her "surprise" appearances 
on Saturday at lunch and whipped up 
the crowd with a review of transgender 
activism for the year. Then Lynn \<\Talker 
( YC) and I did a one-two plea for sup­
port to GenderPAC. People kept put­
ting money in our hands all night long. 
\Ve rai sed over $300 in a few hours. If 
you would li ke to make a tax-deductible 
contribution to Cenci rPAC, send your 
check to GenderPAC, c/o IFGE, 123 
Moody St., Waltham, MA 02154. ----
By the time you read thi s, the commu­
nity alliance will have participated in 
another professional conference (th is 
time in C hicago) and th e C1·eating 
Change Conference in Detroit spon­
sored by the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force. Ya know, this community 
building stuff really works. ----So, what do you think of the new name 

fo r the fo rmer TV-TS Tapest111? In case 
you haven 't seen it yet, the magazine is 
now called Transgender Tapestry , al­
though "Tapest ry" is in small le tte rs. 
Pe rsonally, I fee l it is a welcome change 
and is likely to draw new subscribers fo r 
IFGE. Others, however, were not of that 
opinion. One pundit qu ipped, "It looks 
like a tabloid. It's going to hurt [IFGE]. " 
It remains to be seen how subscribers 
react to the new design and new editor, 
Jean Marie Stine. ----I'll make this an equal-opportunity and 
ask how people like the new LadyLike 
as well. I'd really like some feedback. ----Henri David's Hallowe'en party in 
Philadelphia was another huge success. 
\Veil over 1000 people we re in at ten­
dance. Yours truly was asked to be a 
judge again. Last year I ended up sitting 
next to the mayor of Philadelphia, Ed 
Rendell . This year, I had Pierre Rob­
ert, a local radio celebrity from WM MR, 
on one side and Jim Bailey (yes, that 
Jim Bailey) on the other. Mr. Bailey is 
such a nice man and we had a ball judg­
ing over 200 contestants. Afterwards, I 
mentioned that I was coming to s e his 
show. He said, "Great! \ Ve' ll hang out af­
terwards." We'll see! 

As we head into the holi day season, 
there's not much cookin' in the transgen­
de r pot , so I'll ge t onto th e fash ion 
scene ... The lat st word in makeup is 
from Revlon. ColorStay makeup is oi l­
free, sets in 60 seconds and won't rub off 
on your clothes. ow, that's a great sell­
ing point fo r us. I'm going to check it out 
and give a report in a future column. ----Makeup products by makeup artists have 
been hot ever since M•A•C started sell­
ing their own stuff. But you usually have 
to get M • A • C or Bobbi Brown or any of 
a host of other lines in specialty stores. 
That's about to change with the intro­
duction of a new line called Profession­
als , from a division of the cloth ing -
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lu ggage company, \Vathn f' . (Neve r 
heard of them? eithe r have I. ) Prof es­
sionals combines products gathered by 
consultation with several profess ional 
make up arti sts with a more gene ric 
name designed to attract consum ers. 
Look for the line in department stores. ----In regard to companies you never heard 
of, anybody ever hear of Warnaco? 
Maybe not, but I'll bet you've worn their 
products. See, they make almost 50% of 
the lingerie in this country and produce 
some of the most well-known names, like 
Victoria's Secret for one. ----
While I was away, my mailbox filled with 
Yick)''s catalogs but the catalog that stole 
my heart was the new Newport News 
Hol iday catalog. I found six items that I 
just had to have, including a seq uined 
rn ini-skirt I've been looking fo r over two 
yea rs. The bes t part was t he price : 
$29.99. I also found a copy of the dress 
I'm wearing in the photo atop this col­
umn. I paid $90 from Bloomies By Mail 
for that dress. I bought the Newport 
News version in a {ahem) slightly larger 
size for less than half that price. Almost 
all the fash ions in the Newport catalog 
go up to size 20 and that's pretty large 
these days. So check it out. ----
Tidbit - "Straight men who like to cross­
dress and pass as real women are fond 
of calling themselves 'girls,' and they are 
almost as afraid of be ing mistaken for 
lesbians as they are of be ing read as 
cross-dressing men: " Sallie T isdale in 
her book Talk Dirty To Me. I wonder 
who Tisdale interviewed for her book? 

Here's a twist. Jean Paul Gauthie1·'s 
Eau de Toilette comes in that fascinat­
ing bottle shaped like a female torso en­
cased in a corset, but the twist is in the 
container, a tin can. \Veil , it looks like a 
tin can, but the can unscrews to become 
three bangle bracelets. Kew!! $58. ----
\\7hile Eas t Coasters are s till in to 
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HOT•BUZZ 
Chanel 's Vamp and vampire-black/red 
nails , Left Coasters are opting for pas­
te ls and candy colors. The rage is so hot, 
the re's a new line of polish called Hard 
Candy. The colors look disturbingly like 
Liquid Paper with a gloss finish. $12 ea. ----There's another new trend, the Ameri­
can Manicm·e. If you always thought a 
French Manicure looks tres sophisti­
cated, you'll love the American Mani­
cure. Rathe r than just white tips over 
nude nails, the AM puts just hint of red 
over the entire nail. Your nails look fin­
ished yet natural. I did an AM while in 
Provincetown for FanFair and on those 
days that I didn't crossdress, I didn 't 
have to take off my nail polish and then 
redo it later that night. Very chic. ----One ol' my fantasi es is to go gambling in 
Las Vegas as JoAnn and I may get my 
wish in January whe n I visit the Con­
sumer E lectroncs Show there. If I do get 
to go out as JoAnn, one of the places I'm 
going to visit is the new Estee Lauder 
Boutique inside Caesar's Palace . The 
new shop is getting a reputation for hav­
ing the best lipsticks in town and for sales 
staff that rival the best Vegas showgirls 
in looks. I wanna makeover! 

Crossdressing and drag remain hot en­
te rtainment staples. Julie Andrews is 
cashing in on the current drag-fest with 
a Broadway revival of Victor/Victoria. 
Off Broadway, Charles Busch has a 
new show and in Philadelphia we have 
a comedy-play called High I-I eel Feelings 
about ... 3 drag queens! Hey, this is ge t­
ting boring. How about the next play is 
abou t 2 Ft Ms or 3 TVs and a TS. 

If the play's the thing, then movies are 
anothe r altoge the r. Some of my favor ite 
movies are now featured on the 'Norld 
Wide Web. Film distributor Miramax 
has posted film clips of all its movies, but 
the ones I'm interes te d are: Paris ls 
Burning d1ttp://www.miramax.com/ 
dlpages/parisidl.htmb The Crying 
Game <http://www . miramax .com/ 
dlpages/cryingdl.htmb and High Heels 
<http://www. m iramax .com/d\pages/ 

hi ghhedl.htmb . These c lips can be 
downloade d to yo ur computer and 
played with a video viewer. 

~~~et 

While perusing the net I also found 
a kewl site with a list of just about ev­
ery mail order catalog in the world 
(well , almost). It's at d1ttp:l/www. 
eskimo.com/-bloo/mailmall .htmb 
along with a breast form FAQ (Fre­
quently Asked Questions) at <http:// 
www.eskimo.com/-bloo/bformfaq/ 
index.html> . Check it out. ----The eye design for the Winter is smoky 
and smouldering. Here's hO\v to get the 
look. .. Use a light foundation over lids 
and a concealer under if you need it. 
Line both upper and lower lids with 
black. Liquid liner is best, although cake 
line r works well, too. Make the line a 
little thicker at the outer edges. Soften 
the line by adding brown just above and 
over the black or smudge it a tad with a 
Q-tip ... Using an small angled shadow 
brush, apply a rich brown shadow (I like 
a Cinammon color) over the entire lid 
and extend it about a quarter-inch above 
the lid crease. Lightly brush the same 
shadow along the lower lash line right 
over the black/brown line r ... Now follow 
with a smoky grey shadow exactly the 
same way you did the brown ... Apply 
loose translucent powde r with a big 
fluffy brush over the entire eye area. 
(Close your eyes first!) ... The final step 
takes us back to the 60's - line the lower 
inner rim of the lid in black pencil... Add 
jet black mascara and you're done. You 
look AbFab dahling! Ah, but you're go­
ing to need industrial strength makeup 
remover to get all that goo off before you 
hit the sack. Stock up before t1y ing this. ----\ Veil , they're at it again. The women, the 
real women, are borrowing menswear 
right out of the men's depaitment. It's 
so unfair. H ey, I got an idea. Next time 
you want to buy a new dress, go to the 
women's department in your favorit e 
store and tell them you're starring in a 
new movie about 3 drag queens . ----The HOT BUZZ about color this Win­
ter is Brown in almost any dark shade 
from coffee, to mocha, to java to camel. 

~~~.., 
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Stuck with lipsticks that are 011t of fash­
ion? Make up artist Trish McEvoy has 
an answe r - the Transformer Kit fo r 
$35. (Doncha just love the name!) The 
kit includes four sheer shades to blend 
over existing colors resulting in new col­
ors. White brightens reds to pinks. Yel­
low warms reds to corals. Blue make reds 
berri es . Black makes reds deep plums. ----
Guess who's back in the Decembe r is­
sue of Playboy? Tula, that's who. The 
magazine printed a single page from the 
famous pictorial Tula did a few years ago. 
If you missed that, here's your chance to 
see Tula in he r altogether and taken al­
together, she's simply beautiful. ----Two well-known vendors in the trans­
gender community, Vernon's Special­
ties in Waltham , Mass ., and NS 
Products in Glendale, Calif., are in se­
rious financial trouble according to ve1y 
informed sources. Both firms are said to 
be filing for bankruptcy, although both 
firms continue to do business. If you 
decide to order something from eithe r 
of these companies, use a c redit card. 
That way, if your order is not fill ed , you 
can cancel the payment and get yo ur 
money back. Caveat emptor. ----On a much sadder note, two well-known 
community activists are very ill . Jenni­
fer Richards of the St. Louis Gender 
Froundation is responsible for pu lling 
together the first community coalition, 
Mid-America Gender Group Informa­
tion Exchange (MAGGIE). Richards has 
AIDS related complications and wh ile 
she attended the recent Fa ll Harves t, 
she seems to be fading fast. Likewise, 
Anne Forrester, editor and publisher 
of The Tartan Skirt , a transgender pub­
lication from Scotland, is extre mely ill 
from bone cancer. The last issue of the 
Skirt announced that Forrester will no 
longer accept subscriptions. She will 
continue publishing the Skirt, but one 
issue at a time. ----So, those are my opinions , but, hey, what 
do I know? I think Talk Dirty To Me 
should be confined to the bedroom, not 
the bookshelf. Comments? Email them 
to <CyberQueen@cdspub.com>. 

© 1995 by Creative Design Seroices. 
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ner. It turned its head towards the 
knight, who was struggling valiantly 
under the weight of his armor to get to 
his feet. The newt gave a mighty roar, 
and the fire of its breath shot forth , en­
veloping brave knight and steed. 

The horse died under the fiery on­
slaught on the Plain in Southshire, and 
so might have the knight were it not 
for his magic armor. As the newt made 
its way towards its kill, the shaken 
knight rose to his feet and lumbered, 
locked within his armor, at a speed 
barely greater than the newt's, into the 
depth of the forest. 

The ne\:vt moved as if to follow San­
ity. "If I can catch this mere mortal," it 
reasoned, "who besides the Lady Jen 
would ever know that I'd left my post. 
She dare not leave the protection of 
her tower for fear of me, so she will 
tell no one." ---But the monster halted, as if held 
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back by a chain , just before it entered 
the woods. It appeared that Sanity 
would be denied to the newt for yet a 
wh ile. \Vhi le the newt was free to for­
age, it was required to remain within 
sight of the castle keep. You see, even 
more than it feared its own hunger, the 
newt feared the wrath of the Lords of 
the South. So it satiated itself with the 
remains of the freshly barbecued 
horse, and returned to its duty. ---Through the rest of the day Sir San­
ity hid at the edge of the forest, des­
perately planning the means by which 
he could free the maiden who had 
taken possession of his soul. The newt, 
with a keen sense of smell which was 
capable of reaching beyond its own 
odor, knew that the knight was near, 
and remained alert. Sir Sanity removed 
his armor and deftly made his way 
from east to 'vest. Each time he moved 
the newt mirrored his motion, its huge 
slithering body and slapping tail made 
the ground to shake again and again. 

Time after time the Hero made his 
way from east to west and back again 
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to the east. Time afte r time the newt, 
teased by the nearness of this morsel, 
rumbled afte r him from a distance. 
This game continued for three clays 
under the watchful eye of Lady Jen. 
All the while the newt dared not sleep 
and, the threat of the approach of the 
knight being ever present, it dared not 
forage for food. 

At last, as the third day turned into 
evening the newt could stand it no 
longer. Its baseness and natural greed, 
its hunger for what was being denied 
it, was so great that all thought of the 
anger of the Southshire Lords was for­
gotten. The vicious lizard slithered af­
ter the knight. 

Sir Sanity was alert to this change in 
the newt's manner and began to wend 
his way deeper into the forest. He 
moved first one way and then another, 
doubling back, then moving further 
into the darkness until the newt, being 
much larger than Sanity, became mo­
mentarily tangled in the vines which 
grew deep inside the woods. 

The mistake the monster made was 

co11ti11 11ed next page 
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in believing that it could move with the 
speed and agility of the knight. This 
was understandable, since the newt 
had only seen Sir Sanity, from a dis­
tance, clad in his armor, and was inca­
pable of imagining the knight's abi lity 
to shed this steel skin and, thus unen­
cumbered, to move with the swiftness 
of the wind. Then again, perhaps the 
newt had enough imagination to con­
sider the knight's ability, but allowed 
itself to become so entangled in its 
own gluttony that all sense of its own 
limitations was lost. 

Regardless, Sir Sanity found the 
odorous beast trapped amidst the 
vines, drew his broad sword and, with 
one mighty swipe, separated the newt's 
head from its hideous body. Having 
won the battle of his life, the knight 
broke from the woods, and dashed to 
the wall of the castle. With concern in 
he r expression, Lady Jen looked down 
at the knight from her pe rch. 

"Run Sir Knight," she cried, "for the 
newt will return momentarily and you 
will be lost." 

"But my Lady", the gallant knight 
replied, "the newt is no more. I have 
slain him in the woods. Quickly now, 
open the castle gate so that I may take 
you from this place." 

"No, valiant sir, it is not possible 
that the newt is dead. He is a monster 
and unstoppable. If I leave the protec­
tion of the castle it wi ll return and de­
vour me." 

Th argument continued for an 
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hour and more, with Sir Sanity begging 
the fair Lady Jen to unlatch the castle 
gate and fl ee with him, and the maiden 
fearfu l of the newt, just as vehemently 
refusing to abandon the known safety 
of her castle sanctuary. 

Then, just as morning was breaking, 
there was another rumble of the 
ground and a troop of mounted sol­
diers from the army of the South sud­
denly filled the Great Plain. Because 
the Lords of Southshire had no trust in 
the character of the newt, the route of 
the soldiers' patrol took them regularly 
past Lady Jen's prison. 

Sir Sanity saw the patrol and turned 
to flee. But he was horseless and could 
not match the speed of the mounted 
soldiers. He was quickly surrounded 
and, with his broadsword still deeply 
embedded in the rotting body of the 
newt, he had no protection and was 
quickly slain. ---The Lords of the South soon heard 
of the attempt to free the maiden, and 
they forever thereafter redoubled the 
guard at the castle keep. They never 
knew who it was that their soldiers had 
slain, and so continued to fear Sir San­
ity of the Heroes of the Misty Moun­
tains. But they had little to fear from 
that day. Without the guidance of Sir 
Sanity, the Heroes quickly dissolved as 
a force and made their individual ways 
back to the Southern society, where 
they learned to fit within the constricts 
of its rules. To this day Lady Jen re­
mains a prisoner in her tower. But she 
is old now; her song is no longer a 
thing of enchantment. Still , sometimes 
when the wind blows just right, if you 

are very, very quiet, you might hear 
the fa int echo of the melody which 
once was, a long, long time ago. ---

The moral of this tale is clear: lf' Jen 
DerChange refuses to help herself, 
how can one dare to hope that sani ty 
could ever prevail. 

There is a reason that I have told 
this story. At the last Gay Pride Parade 
in Manhattan, I looked around but 
could find relatively few of the Trans­
gendered Community. Later as I asked 
friends why they had stayed locked in 
their castle keeps, I learned that these 
transsexuals were busy wood\.vorking, 
and fearful of being outed from their 
towers. The transvestites were simi­
larly fearful of being outed by their 
presence at this community event. 

It seems that they all are willing 
members of the Gender Community, 
as long as the community is at its play. 
However, when things get serious they 
are nowhere to be found. They will 
speak of the danger to themselves and 
what should be done for their protec­
tion, but their words lack purpose. 
They don't have the force of the 
newt's fi ery breath. 

I understand their fears. My public 
admission of what I am has cost me 
family, friends and income. Still I per­
sist because I fear more the loss of 
what I sti ll have. There is danger in ad­
mitting that one is different. Yes, soci­
ety fears and despises us for our differ­
ence. So we practice our diversity in 
secret, praying that one day things wi ll 
be different. That somehow someone 

conti11 11ed on page 17 
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An Open Letter to FtMs 
Dear Gentle men & Brothe rs: 
Please earnestly consider my re­

quest. I am the Program Coordinator 
for Southe rn Comfort '96, and am put­
ting together a comprehensive presen­
tation for the '96 Southern Comfort 
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia on 
Understanding FtM's. 

It is my hope to encourage the fe­
male population (MtF & CD ) to at­
tend this se minar to gain a better un­
derstanding of who we are and ""hat 
we go through. I wish to dispel the 
many myths and misconceptions that 
exist about us. Too often it has been 
stated that we either don't exist or be­
cause we have it so easy, we can just 
disappear. It is time that we make our­
selves known . \<\Te do exist and we 
don't always have it easy. In general , 
we are usually the poorest, financially, 
in the transgender community and our 
surge ries very often leave us scarred , 
mutilated , or deformed. Of course, 
there are good results as we ll. 

The presentation I wish to present 
will consist of a panel of FtM 's, first­
hand accounts of various experiences, 
and a slide presentation of our bodies. 

I am asking for your input. I know 
that this will be hard for some who 
have had very bad results from their 
surgeries. What I would like are photo­
graphs of your surge1y, top and bot­
tom, as well as photos of other areas of 
the body which may have been used 
for skin grafts and such. 

I want pictures whether you are 
scarred or not. Pictures that show re­
sults, whether favorable or not. I also 
want pictures of those who have no­
ticed changes in their bodies but as of 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

Furniture, Appliances, Household goods, Records, 
Antiques, Toy trains and other goodies - Bought and 
Sold -Beth Marshall: 610-259-4945 -Leave a message 
Crossdressing blues band forming in the Philadelphia 
area. Need drummer with a nice frock. For information 
call Terri at 215-763-3240. 
Overstock - UV and Air Dry Acrylic nail supplies, 
instructions for nominal fee. Call Lynda, Cdtips, at 609-
384-6269, x6100. 

yet, have not had any surge1y. 
I do not want faces, just body parts. 

No names are needed. I would like the 
photograph, the surgeon 's name, city, 
and state (full address if' you have it), 
how long ago the surge1y was per­
formed, and date the photo was taken. 

The only one who will know who 
the picture belongs to will be me. In 
fact , you do not have to even let me 
know who you are, just leave off a re­
turn name and address. I assure com­
plete anonymity. 

This is a legitimate request. Newly 
transitioning FtM's wi ll be able to see 
actual results from those who truly 
know what their bodies look like. The 
women in the community will hope­
fully gain a better insight into who we 
are, what we do , and what we have to 
go through in our journeys. 

Please take the photograph. The 
benefits will greatly outweigh the mo­
ment of anxiety you may be feeling 
about ex11osing yourself. I am asking as 
a brothe r to help all of us gain the re­
spect we dese!V'e and to take our right­
ful place along side our siste rs . Re­
member no faces, just the body. Top 
and bottom surgeries or no surgery at 
all. Please mail the photograph along 
with the doctor's name, when the pro­
cedure was performed, and how recent 
is the photo to: 

Maxwell Anderson P.O. Box 1692, 
Pompano Beach, FL 33061-1692, 
Phone: 9541784-9316 E-Mail address: 
< badmadmax@aol .com > 

Thank you in advance for your cour­
age and prompt response. 

In Brotherhood, with respect, }\_ 
Maxwell 9 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Prosthesis custom made for a man's chest. Dorothy M. 
Thompson, 215-744-4746, before 10 AM or after BPM 

Looking for amateur crossdressers with interest in 
modeling. Please send letter of introduction along with 
photo to: Christy Cage, 4807 Cedar Ave., Suite 3F, 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 
Tired of nightclubs? CD(45) & wife looking for others in 
KOP,Pottstown, Reading area interested in a WINTER 
BRIDGE CLUB. Email 72162,1367@compuserve.com 
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It's Time Texas! 
Press Uclcasc 

November 4, 1995 
It's Time, Texas! is pleased to an­

nounce that it will work in cooperation 
with the Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby of 
Texas (LGRL) to sponsor a series of 
educational programs in San Antonio, 
Austin , Houston and Dallas. The exact 
dates and times have yet to be final­
ized, but the series is scheduled to be­
gin in February 1996 and run through 
April 1996. The series will focus on the 
personal experiences and histories of 
transgendered individuals in Texas. 

This agree ment came about after 
Dianne Hardy Garcia, Executive Di­
rector of the LGRL, met with Dee 
McKellar of the Transgender Law 
Conference and Ms. DePalma, chair of 
It's Time, Texas! in late October. 

In addition to the educational se­
ries, it was agreed that the board of the 
LGRL and the board of It's Time, 
Texas! will hold an informal joint 
meeting December 10, in Austin . This 
will mark the first time that members 
of the two boards will have met one 
another face to face . 

While this does not end the hostili­
ties between the two organizations, 
It's Time, Texas! considers this a good 
first step toward achieving that goal 
and looks fonvard to furth er coopera­
tion in the future . 

Please Note: 

The contents of this newsletter 

are copyrighted. If you want to 

reprint an article you see here, 

please cont.td the editor for 

permission. Most likely, we'll 

say "Yes" but you c/o h,we to 
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will make the country change its atti­
tudes. Hopina that we will be able to 
wa lk in the daylight , displaying all of 
our beautiful colors and that society 
" ·ill have been taught to accept us. 

The problem is that hoping and 
praying is not enough. Because we are 
unwilling, or unable to unlock our 
castle gates, we are incapable of help­
ing ourselves. 

"My God," I have been told, "if I 
march with the gay community and my 
boss sees me, he'll think I'm one of 
them. I'll never be able to explain. I'll 
lose my job. I'll lose my family. I'll lose 
my friends. It's better for us all if we 
just stay closeted." As if the closet can 
do anything save simply confine our 
true selves to oblivion. 

The re is no safety in such a philoso­
phy. This kind of approach leaves us in 
danger of the loss of san ity, both in our 
own lives and in the count1y as a 
whole . And with the loss of sanity 
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comes the probabi lity of extinction. 
Mass insanity grows from a lack of 
public unde rstanding. From ignorance 
comes fear, from fear hatred , and from 
hatred the loss of cve1y thing we find 
beautifu l. 

Read your histo ry people. It has 
happened before. It can happen agai n. 
It can happen here. 

The forces of the South are already 
rampant in this land. The laws exclude 
us . Insurance? Nope. Not for the evil 
we are perpetrating. Are we like the 
Heroes of Old? Are we leaderless? 
Have we surrendered our very natures 
so that we might sneak back and find 
acceptance in the mainstream? Cer­
tainly change will not come from fear­
ing to venture out of our sanctuaries. 

We have a right to exist in all of our 
wondrous colors. vVe must make our 
statement. It does not need to be a 
statement filled with the same violence 
which is leveled against us. But we 
must stand up for ourselves. You see, 
the Heroes are no more. No one will 
champion our cause if we will not 
stand up and be counted. If we can't 

from America Online 

bring ourselves to participate simply 
bC'causC' it is right to, then we can li e 
about why we arc a part o f the e ffo rt. 
Hegardlcss, we each must play our 
part. Tf we fa il the re will be no to111or­
row. If we re fu se to help ourselves WC" 

wi ll be like Lady Jen, in old age, si11g­
ina our songs to an e mpty plain . 

Or we might reme mber Si r San ity. 
Was his death in Southshire fo r noth­
ing? The choice belongs to each of us. 

Where arc the Heroes? ' 

Ed. Note: You can help keep the 
"hemes" alive and working through 
GenderPAC and tmnsgender educa­
tional activism, like the Transgender 
Lobby Days action. 

GenderPAC needs your donations 
to keep these projects going. Send 
your tax-deductible donation to 
lFGE-GenderPAC, 123 Moody St., 
Waltham, MA 02154. Be sure to 
clearly mark the donation for 
GenderPAC. Any amount helps. 

"In life there are no guarantees, but without trying there are only regrets." 
"Let this gg take you from debutante to goddess and beyond." 

Consulting 
Wardrobe Specialist 
Glamour Application 

Feminine Comportment 
Wig Selection and Maintenance 

SERVICES 
Photography 

Salon a la carte 
- Manicuring, sculpting, wraps. kapping lt gels 

- Pedicure, therapeutic foot massage 
- Featuring the 3 minute nail drying system 

- Full Epilation. organic lk conventional 

Lynda K. Krupa 
Transformation Expert 

Phone/Fax 609-384-6269 X6100 
Cdtips@AOL.com 
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To the Editor: 

Letter 
to the 
Editor 

I am replying to Bigendered in NYC, in 

RN&V Vol.9, #10 by Lynda Frank. The term 

"bigendered" is clearly a personal choice 
of Ms. Frank. Although the term has Tri­

Ess roots (attributed to Virginia Prince). 

it is not endorsed by Tri-Ess National. 

Jane Ellen Fairfax, Chair of Tri-Eee, has 

pledged her group to the Tranegender Al­
liance for Community or T.A.C. 

Despite community acceptance ofthe 
generic and broad term "tranegender," 
Ms. Frank was heard by myself, and oth­

ers using "bigendered" at the recent 

NASW conference display sponsored by 

the alliance. 
Ms. Frank incorrectly connects the 

term "transgender" with transsexual is­

sues. In reality, "transgender" was in­

tended to show inclusiveness of all 

crossgender behavior. Phyllis Frye has 
repeatedly said that TG rights lobbying 
would be all inclusive of part-time cross­

dressers like Lynda and to closeted Jane 
Doe's who we will never meet. 

Is there really t ransphobia present in 

Vis a Vis 
some changes. The fact that they do 
not say anything directly doesn't mean 
the changes are going undetected. In 
fact, the silent re-evaluations of people 
who mean something in our lives may 
be more significant than those who ad­
dress the topic in the open . 

Jane Ellen suggests that in order to 
keep a pe rspective on our crossdress­
ing escalations we should remember 
li fe 's major priorities . Chances are, the 
crossdress ing persona will be far down 
on the li st behind being a father, hus­
band, employee, etc. Viewed in that 
light, the need to push the limits of 
crossdressing will pale and the escala­
tor \\" ill leave you off at the right floor. 

Re11nissrm ce Neu;s & \'ie1cs, Vol. 9, No . 12 

Tri-Ess circles that a new word has to be 

coined? Lynda's apparent resolution of 

meeting gays and defusing the ho­

mophobia issue has left her "estranged" 

with the trans-population. How many 

other people are actually trans-phobic 
behind the mask of homophobia? Neither 

practice against our sisters and broth­

ers can be sanctioned any longer. It is 

1995 not 1975. We no longer need a "sec­

ond self' to protect our fragile male ego 
from "her." As explained by Lynda, the Bi­

gendered person still maintains two 

mental boxes - to keep masculinity in­
tact. This "Virginia Prince" model from 

the '70s offers stagnation which rein­

forces personal shame and the need to 
hide. Integration of all personas, of all 

the people you are, has been taught by 
Carl Jung and hie followers for the last 

40 years. Dr. Richard Docter in his 1991 

landmark five stage theory of cross-gen­

der behavior restated the Jungian con­

cept of integration of personas. Doesn't 
anyone read books anymore? 

Contrary to the Webster argument by 
Ms. Frank, transgendered people cross 
the gender gap once very slowly until they 

find a comfortable home. It is the 
"bigendered" persons that hop back and 

forth and do all the "transing." Actually 
there is no net movement across the 

gender scale as the bigendered person 
holds onto the masculine signpost with 

two hands and cannot move. 

DEFINE THIS! 

The November issue of the Renais­
sance News & Views (an interesting 
little rag .. . on occasion) carried a piece 
by Rachel Rudnick titled A PC & Un­
PC Guide to Genderland in which Ms. 
Rudnick attempted to define all the 
terms and euphemisms for transgen­
dered behavior in a lighthearted mode. 

I don't know what it is about trans­
vestites, but we seem to have this 
burning need to define and categorize 
all the many bumps on the transgender 
spectrum. If I had a nickel for every 
time I saw an article of definitions of 
crossdressing behavior, I'd have, well , 
I'd have about a dollar fifteen. But my 
point is: Why are so many looking for a 
dictionary definiti on of what we do? 
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Although one's right to an opinion is 

still sacred, we need to adopt inclus­

ionary positions to educate other mi­

norities and the general public. How can 

we present ourselves to the bewildered 
masses of society when one voice chirps 

" ... but we're different." In my opinion, 

Lynda, your boxer shorts are showing. 
Maryann Kirkland 

Director of Renaissance & IFGE 

Angela Gardner Replies: 
It 's all about finding your own com­

fort level. If Lynda is happy being bi­
gender (include the dash - otherwise it 
reads "big ender") that is he r choice. l 
also agree, no one in the community 
who is engaged in community outreach 
should present thei r personal gender 
identity choice as the official "party 
line." To do so does a disservice to the 
rest of the community. I am comfort­
able wi th the te rm "bi-gendered," since 
I present two gender faces to the world. 
I have a male side and a fe male pe rsona 
that I am comfortable with. I inte ract 
socially in both genders and m perso­
nae have each b nefited from the ex­
pression of the othe r. I am not holding 
"onto the masculine signpost with two 
hands" and afraid of my femininity. 
Both genders are a part of my mental 
makeup, making me bi-gendered. 

As for as how we are to ducate the 

con ti1111ed on page 21 

One motivation seems to be to 
separate 'crossdressing' from all the 
nasty stereotypes of transvestites, drag 
queens and she-males toward whom 
many feel superior. 'Whatever floats 
your boat,' I guess , but it all seems 
rather pointless to me. 

And while we're at it... what is 
wrong with the term 'transvestite?' 
Sounds kinda dirty, huh? I'll join An­
gela and Joann in saying that I don't 
mind it a bit. In fact, I prefer it just be­
cause ifs a little more shocking, similar 
to homosexuals who refe r to th 111-

selves as 'gueer' rather than 'gay.' 
But please, no more definitions. It's 

hard enough to choose what to wear 
without worrying about what \\·o rd to 
use fo r self-description. .A 
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A Request For Help Eve1y gift wi ll be greatly appreciated. 
Thanks once again , on behalf of Les lie 
and her family. 

by Leslie, a member of the Tau-Chi 
Chapter of Tri-Ess. Hayden Solomon, 
Leslie's 7 months old gm11dson was di­
agnosed last month with Cystic Fibro­
sis. After last month's meeting when 
chapter members rallied to assist her 
family with expenses, Leslie wrote Tri­
Ess the following letter: 

"Dear Jane, 
Today Judy and 1 opened up a trust 

fund in my grandson's name. \Ve would 
like to have the account number and 
address published in the chapter news­
letter and elsewhere. The re have been 
so many sisters who have helped us al­
ready and we are so grateful. However, 
Hayden and Krystal have no source of 
income except for my help, and now 
Krystal will be unable to work outside 
the home for at least the next three 
years . Hayden needs extensive home 
treatment and cannot be exposed to the 
public. Any extra help would ease the 

strain on our family . 
Please find the needed information 

below. The bank has agreed to deposit 
all donations sent there. I thank Cod I 
have a family of caring siste rs . 

Thank You, 
Leslie" 

There you have it ladies. Please con­
sider donating whatever you can to help 
this family. Those of you who attended 
the Luau in August at Leslie's home in 
Conroe may remember meeting young 
Hayden. When tragedy strikes it is easy 
enough to respond out of the emotion 
of the moment, but this situation re­
quires commitment over the long haul 
as well. While medical advances have 
greatly improved the length and quali ty 
of life for Cystic Fibrosis patients, this 
means Hayden will continue to need 
care for a very long time to come. Let's 
all do what we can. o gift is too small . 

Send contributions directly to the 
bank officer, and be sure to designate 
the name and account number on your 
check or money order: 

Hayden Solomon Trust Fund 
ACCT# 31730-17835 
clo Jane Tharp 
Guaranty Federal Bank 
lllO Loop 336 West 
Conroe, TX 77301. 

Reprinted from the October 1995 is­
sue of The Femme Forum, the official 
publication of Tau-Chi Tri-Ess. 

PS: I know that many of you do not 
know Leslie, but then a lot of you know 
me. And I ask all of you to please do 
what you can for the wonderful lady's 
grandson. 

Thank you, 
Brenda Thomas 
brenda@firstnethou.com 

Transvestite? Transsexual? 
Dominant? Submissive? 

Fantasies? Fetishes? 
Too shy to meet in person? 

Call now to where all lifestyles are treated in an 

intelligent, caring, creative way. Perhaps you have 

thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone? 

Call me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy exploration. Ms. Scarlet, 

Sweet TV Kelly and myself are available to train or transform you into the glamour 

girl, or demure girl you desire to be. 

Privacy assured. Call now for free 24 hour info: 215-602-2888. 
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Ho, ho, ho, girlfriends! Merry 
Christmas to one and all! May your 
holiday be joyous and your pantyhose 
free of runs! 

Before I begin, I thought I'd give 
you, my loyal readers, an early Christ­
mas gift; namely my lovely face on the 
banner of the column. I thought it only 
fair you know what your fri endly shop­
ping guru looks like. Feel free to write 
and tell me how gorgeous I am ;-) 

\ \Tith the season in full swing, you're 
going to need fancy dresses for all the 
parties you 'll be attending. Being the 
thrifty (read: dirt cheap) shopper I am, 
I have several options for you to con­
sider, none of which requires taking 
out a second mortgage . 

vVe start with T.J. Man:, whe re lots 
of stylish clothes can be found at rea­
sonable prices. I've bought a few 
things there and, come holiday time, 
they stock some pretty nice outfits in 
price ranges of $50 to $90. You might 
have to search a bit to find your size, 
but hey, that's half the fun. 

Then there's Marshall's which also 
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packs snazzy and glitzy dresses in the 
same price range . At last year's Re­
naissance GPC Holiday Party, I was 
sporting a sleek, black beaded dress 
with a multi-colored bodice that netted 
me some nice compliments. I bought it 
at Marshall 's for only $60. Not bad! 

Stores similar to T.J. Maxx and 
Marshall 's are Sears, Nordstrom Rack, 
Fashion Bug, Ross, Filene's Base­
ment and Lane Bryant. I've made the 
rounds to all these stores since I took 
over this column in October and found 
the prices on their apparel to be consis­
tently affordable and of good quality. 

The bottom line is, which I can't 
stress enough, you don't have to spend 
yourself into the poorhouse just to look 
good for a few hours when less expen­
sive alternatives abound. For members 
of the "Skyscraper Sally" set (meaning 
us tall girls), check out Penney's 
Christmas catalog for seasonal clothes. 

Of course, you'll want nice shoes to 
go with your outfit, and again, you 
have many choices (provided you're 
under size 12, but that's a column for 

anothe r n1onth ). Tlie n1os t well known 
store is, to no surprise, Payless . \\ 'ith a 
Payless in every city, large, small and 
in between, you're never fi.1r from an 
excellent selection or shoes in a wide 
ra nge or sizes. Pl us, they also carry 
dyeable shoes (and bags ) that yo11 can 
have matched to \·our dress. 

In the hos ie ry department, try what 
l call special occasion pantyhose. That 
is pantyhose in shimme1y, metallic 
shades that add real f1 ash to a dazzling 
hol iday dress. Look for brands like 
Hanes Ultra Sheer in silve r and gold. 

Now, unless you live on the \ i\l'est 
Coast or Hawaii , you're going to need 
a coat to wear to and from your party. 
In some stores I've mentioned, I've 
found leather coats retailing for $300 
to $800 slashed nearly in half, and, in 
some cases, less than that. Case in 
point: Chadwick's of Boston has re­
ally nice leather coats starting at $100, 
lots of wool coats in diffe rent styles 
and colors, plus a to-die-fo r white faux 
fur coat for $149. To get a Chadwick's 
catalog, call 1-800-525-4420. 

Finally, jcwel1y. I wear the golcl­
plated va riety over the real thing, and I 
don't happen to think that's a sin . Sure, 
I know the fake stuff doesn't have the 
luster or durability of real gold, but it 
doesn't have the high prices either. 
And, unless you tell someone you're 
wearing gold plate, who's to know? 

That's it for this month. I have to 
get ready for the GPC Holiday Party. 
I've seen the menu and it made my 
mouth water, so I might decide to buy 
something less than form fitting. Until 
next year, be smart, buy smart and~ 
look smart! Happy shopping! e-9 

n 
; ·~~ 

'Iran.so/amp Pu6{ications Eileen Shields Pudleiner 

\ ! ·- ... 

) ;~ 
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J~:1 ·;A 

proutf(y presents 1(a[ina Isato s 
o Tales of A Sexy Vampire, Second Edition 
@ The Sexy Vampire Cookbook 

Each volume is $20 and chock full of makeup 
and image advice on how to look, ac;t, and feel 
your sexy best. Send $2 for more information 
about these books and new wig brochure. 
Discretion <L~sured. 

1' ',\;1i = Mary Lerario, 2300 Walnut St. #405, 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
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Free Consultation • Free Brochure 

Dermatologist Recommended 

A.B.E. Electrolysis 
40°/o off your first visit 

Bethlehem, Pa. 
Allentown, Pa. 
Hazleton, Pa. 
Kunkletown, Pa. 

610-867-9446 
610-434-1420 
717-455-4595 
610-381-4758 
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Pennsylvania Allegedly Cuts Transgender Care 
Kristine Holt has reported to News 

& Views that the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania will deny Medicaid ben­
efits to transgendered people. Not only 
is the Pa. Department of Public Wel­
fare denying current services, they are 
seeking reimbursement from service 
providers for past services rendered. 
This may have the effect of making 
doctors reluctant to provide any ser­
vices (including psychiatric/counseling 
services related to depression, alcohol­
ism, etc.) to anyone identifying as 
transsexual or transgendered. 

According to Holt, the policy is a 
decision made by PaDP'"' director 
John F. Ferrara of the Division of Pro­
vider Assessment because, "the con­
stituents shouldn't have to pay for this 
kind of thing." Transsexuals have pre­
viously been denied surgical benefits 
under DP\V policy. Mr. Ferrara is bas­
ing his denial of benefits of 55 Pa. 

Letter ... 
public about the transgender commu­
nity while voices cry out their differ­
ence, that's what the term "inclusion" is 
all about and that's why whenever I talk 
to the public I give the transgender 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

Code section 1141.59(11), and alterna­
tively, 55 Pa. Code, Sec. 1126.54{a){7). 
Both of these regulations have been in 
effect since at least 1989. However, 
they have only been selectively en­
forced until now. 

Says Holt, "Any doctor who has 
been providing care to transgendered 
people is in real danger of having a big 
liability assessed against her/him. 
These DPW regulations violate federal 
Medicaid statutes and regulations, 
which prohibit denial of benefits on 
the basis of diagnosis alone. 

"Doctors are being coerced into set­
tling accounts for past services, and be­
ing threatened by this director with 
negative publicity and revocation of all 
Medicaid and Medicare payments if 
they challenge what's going on." 

Ms. Holt is attempting to generate a 
response from the transgender com­
munity to fight the Commonwealth on 

"party line" and why I also make it 
know that we are a spectrum of gender 
identities. We don't all fit in neatly la­
beled boxes. 

JoAnn Roberts Replies: 
I'm with Maryann on this one. Why 

do we need yet another term for the 

Are You A 
Transsexual But 

Don't Know 
Where To Find 
Information? 

Call 
609-641-3782 

TS Hotline 
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this policy. In a statement published 
on the Internet she wrote, "This is 
something we, as a community, must 
do together. It cannot be carried out 
by one, two, or even five people alone. 
I certainly will not do it! As with every­
thing in life, it's necessary for us to 
take whatever action necessary to 
minimize the effect adversity has on 
each of us personally. This situation is 
no exception; I intend to act accord­
ingly, as should we all." 

Attempts by RN&V staff to get a 
comment from Mr. Ferrara's office 
were met with, "He's in a meeting." 
When asked they knew anything about 
the new policy, we were told, "I don't 
think I can comment on that." 

You can contact Mr. Ferrara's office 
at 717 -772-5308. You may send mes­
sages for Kristine Holt to News 
& Views and we will pass them ~ 
onto her. ~ 

same old behavior - crossdressing. It's 
just more whitewash to cover up the re­
ality that some of us get erotic satisfac­
tion from crossdressing. I don't need to 
foo l myself into self-acceptance. The 
term transvestite fits me just fine. If a 
gay man can be proud to be "queer," I 
can be proud to be a TV. 

GPC Holiday 
Party 

Dec. 16th 

Main Line Unita1ian 

Church in Devon 

7 :30 - Midnight 

$32/person 

Make your 

reservation by 

Dec. I 
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Men In Skirts Revisited 
So111etimes we lose sight of the fact 

that people have different levels of 
co111fort with crossdressing. Many 
7;eople who at1e 11d support group 
111.eetings seem to f eel there is a mysti­
cal progression you go throitgh.;from 
f etishistic n 1 to crossdresser, to tmns­
genderist- ending up with gender re­
assignment sitrgenI Some folks actit­
ally worry they will be so drawn in 
that gender reassignment wrgery will 
be their only opti011. (If you are wor­
ried about it, you most likely are not a 
candidate for it.) 

The following article was taken 
from the "alt.fashion" newsgroup on 
the Internet and expresses feelings 
about the issue of men who want to 
wear women's clothing, but not neces­
sarily develop a f emme persona. The 
need to dress up can be scary for some­
one who is just coming to grips with 
his desires and the idea of "the woman 
w ithin" may not appeal to even1011e. 
Here's what Geoff has to say about it. 

I am a man. I enjoy wearing skirts. 
My interest in woman's clothes led 

me to join a crossdressing club where I 
attended monthly meetings in full 
drag. I enjoyed being all dressed-up, 
but I did not feel honest or "right" 
about developing a "second self," as 
this particular organization was de­
signed to help a person do. I decided I 
preferred to keep all my attributes to 
one persona, one name one wardrobe, 
one set of friends, etc. My wife felt 
better about this, also. Mind you, this 

realization occu rred over many, many 
months (several years, in fact) and 
we' re both still working hard at finding 
the point where my desire to wear 
fem inine attire is satisfied without dis­
turbing my wife. The bottom line in­
volves compromise and communica­
tion. It is not easy. The more I expose 
myself to friends and to the public, the 
more acceptance I feel , the better my 
wife feels, and the less I need to solicit 
support and validation for my efforts. 

On the subject of "What to do with 
our wives?," I can offer advice based 
on my personal experience. I hope it 
helps. After much tribulation, trial and 
error, I say that the main things to re­
member are: Be completely honest; do 
not hide or leave out anything. Your 
\vife is supposed to be your best friend. 
Treat her that way. Be willing to com­
promise. If your wife is uncomfortable 
with what you're wearing, try to deter­
mine if the problem is that you' re 
wearing a skirt, period, or if the par­
ticular style of skirt is the problem. 
Find out if she feels a different style 
would make her feel more comfort­
able . The first skirts I bought for use in 
my regular wardrobe, to be worn in­
stead of pants, were very plain non­
feminine, longish (mid to low calf), not 
too straight, not too full , but obviously 
a skirt. This style satisfied my \vife. 
Since then she has grown more accus­
tomed to my skirts, although the issue 
still upsets her sometimes. I find the 
best way to get your wife's input is to 

" ... Electrolysis. I've been through it. 
I can help you through it. " 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester, Pa. 19013 610•872•2091 
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shop togethe r. Start at the thrift sto res 
- worn ski rts are less obtrusive and 
look more lived- in. I let my wife 
choose most of my "women's" clotlws, 
and I feel more fash ion conscious as a 
result, and she fe ls she has some in­
put and control in the process. I now 
own more sk irts than most women, 
and though they are of similar style 
and length , the variety of colors and 
prints cover my wardrobe needs well. 

On the subject of men who wear 
skirts labeled as "crossdressers," this 
may be literally and technically cor­
rect, but I feel a distinction should be 
made when discussing a man who is 
trying hard to pass as a female (wig, 
false breasts, heels, make-up, manner­
isms, feminine name, altered voice) 
and a man who, though clad in a skirt, 
is making no attempt to appear as 
something other than what he is: a guy 
wearing a skirt. (Consider a kid at the 
shopping center, "Look Mom, that 
guy's wearing a dress!" ve rsus "Hey 
Mom , is that a man or a woman?" 

\\ ell, end of sermon. Remember, 
communicate with your spouse or SO, 
try to determine the root of the ten­
sion, talk about it, find a solution that 
helps both parties feel better. Involve 
your wife in the whole process. 

Geoff - "It takes balls to wear a 
skirt." 



L.1.F.E. Celebrates 
10th Anniversary 

Applies for Affiliate Status 

by Al.ison Laing 
On Saturday, November ll , 1995, 

Long Island Femme Expression (LIFE) 
celebrated their tenth Anniversary 
with a formal Dinner Dance at the 
Plainview Pla:1.1 Hotel, L. I. , New York. 
Over 50 guests \.vere in attendance. 

Highlights of the evening included 
two special a\.vards and a special 10th 
anniversary "birthday" cake. The 
Founders Award went to Monica Pe­
done and the Outreach Award to 
Brenda Viola, both well deserved. 

Renaissance board member and 
JFGE Executive Director Alison Laing 
and her lovely spouse Dottie made a 
surprise appearance. Mistress of Cer­
emonies, Susan Solomon spoke brie fly, 
as did Alison, and after the candles on 
the cake were blown out and the cake 
se rved, the celebration continued until 
the wee hours. 

At the event , LIFE announced it 
had declared itself an "open group" 
and is applying for Affi liate status with 
Renaissance. Jt is e>-1)ected that there 
are no issues to prf've nt this from be­
ing official before the end of the year. 

LIFE may be contacted by writing 
to PO Box 3015, Lake Ronkonkoma, 
NY 11779-0147. Congratulations and 
welcome to the Renaissance family. 
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A Tip For TGs And Current Air 
Travel In The USA 

by Lonnie Lawson 
In response to terrorist threats, air 

travel in the domestic U.S.A. has come 
under renewed enforcement of old 
FAA rules. If you do not resemble the 
"state issued" photo identification in 
your possession, you will not be able to 
use a ticket issued to that name. This is 
a problem that I have been able to 
solve with the help of Senator 
Madigan's office and Penn D .O.T . 

Penn D.O.T. will issue for $9 a 
Pennsylvania Identification card to a 
person requesting it for photo identifi­
cation purposes. The card seems to be 
designed to fill the need of Pa. drivers 
who have had their driver's license re­
voked. All you need to do is take a 
check or money order (not cash) for $9 
to a state driver license center. \Vhen 
there, simply explain that you need a 
photo ID for when you are cross­
dressed. I have been assured that they 
are obligated to take your picture as 
you present yourself and cannot re­
strict you for wearing makeup, wig, 
dress etc. The card will be processed 
showing things such as birthdate, 
height, sex, address , and so forth . They 
will not mark the card with "F" or "M" 
based upon your attire. If you are 
"crossdressed" as a woman, your ID 
will be marked "M." This is an official 
ID, not a toy or fraudulent in any way. 
This ID will function as legal ID for 
any one requesting it, i. e ., policemen, 
airline attendants , bouncers, etc. 

This ID could be helpful to anyone 
in an official position in assessing a 
situation involving us in crossdressed 
attire. This ID will clearly demonstrate 
that an official agency is aware of our 
"hobby" and that we are not "dressing" 
in a disguise to attempt fraud for illegal 
gains. A policeman's first concern 
when facing anyone who is in a dis­
guise, as they view it is, "Why are they 
in disguise?" To defuse a potential 
problem quickly, simply present them 
with the truth that you are an "active" 
crossdresser. The presentation of a 
matching ID will only help. 

As a closing note, there are several 
regional photo license centers capable 
of processing a request for photo ID 
on the spot. Pleasant Gap. Pa. , Rock­
view Center on route 64, east of State 
College, Pa. is one such center. 

Good luck and happy dressing! 

To All Subscribers! 
Renaissance announces an 

increase in the annual 
subscription rate from $16, 

where it had been for 
several years, to $20 due to 
increased production costs. 

Please note: your 1996 
membership dues will 
reflect this increase. 

For that one of a kind dress, 
for the once in a while woman ... 

Sewing by 
The Occasional Woman 

custom creationsecostumesealterations 

LORRAINE ANDERSON 610•352•0248 

23 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor 

and more. 
Call for appointment 

(61 OJ 446-0799 
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Your editors hard at play at Henri David's Hallowe'en Ball 1996. From left to right: JoAmi Roberts is introduced as a 
judge by Hend David; Angela Gardner trolls for compliments; Dina Amberle gets growls of approval. 

GENDER ISSUES 
with Dr. Lee Etscovitz 

Individual and Small Group Sessions 
Reasonable Rates 

PO Box 471 •Willow Grove, PA• 19090 

Leave A Private Message: (215) 657-1560 

P K Consulting Associates 
Patricia Klein, M.S. . 

Sexuality ISsue 
Orientation • Gender Identity 

Partners •Families 

1013 Brookside Rd 
Allentown, PA 18106 

Box 3624 
610-821-2955 

24 

CREATIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

ASSOCIATES 
BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST 

Individual, Family, Marital, 
Divorce & Sexual Counseling 

Judith D. Dean 
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S. 

Suite 110 
55 Princeton-Hightsown Rd. 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

( 609) 27 5•6556 




